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ew Life Art, Inc. is pleased to announce the In commemoration of this special anniversary of 
aA release of “Liberty” as a unique print in _ Coach Bryant's final game, this historic Daniel A. 
our popular “Collegiate Classics Series.” The ~ Moore painting of “Liberty” is being offered 
print has been reformatted to commemorate in a limited edition of only 1,982 signed 
the 25"Anniversary of Coach Bryant's final //3 and numbered prints, plus 192.A.Ps. 
game in the 1982 Liberty Bowl. This was //- The original “Liberty” seal is embossed in 
a fiercely fought battle, pitting Alabama’s silver in the margin of each print. 
Crimson Tide against the Fighting Illini of ‘ 
Illinois in freezing winds and temperatures 
that plummeted to 19°F Coach Bryant's plan 
to retire from coaching was widely reported and 
his players were determined to send him out as the 


(Prices do not include shipping charges or applicable tax.) 


winner and champion that he truly was. This they All prints include a Certifcate of Limited Edition, 
did with a victory of 21-15, which set the all-time a summary of the game and a key explaining the 
win record for Coach Bryant at 323. artist's symbolism in the painting. 
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Letter from the Editor 


Dear Fellow Crimson Tide Fans, 


his is a busy time of the year: Football winding down, basketball and other winter 

sports starting up, spring sports having finished their fall work and looking ahead to 
the second semester, everyone recruiting. 

As I have pointed out before, I like almost all sports; too much, sometimes. Alabama 
Volleyball Coach Judy Green invited me to a game a few years ago. “Come one time and 
you'll never want to miss another one,” she promised. She’s right. And that's my problem. 
I don’t have time to watch every sport. 

When I speak to groups there is usually a question period following my address, I 
warn the audience that while we cover every sport at Alabama, I personally cover only 
football and men’s basketball on a regular basis. 

That's almost one more sport than anyone can handle, but I have a lot of help in covering 
those two sports. Look through the magazine or note the by-lines at our website, BamaMag. 
com, and you'll see others doing news and features on all Crimson Tide sports. 

Some in my business limit themselves to covering just one sport, usually football. 
There is no doubt that football is a year-round sport, although it is difficult to cover it for 12 
months because there is little or no access to the newsmakers in parts of the off-season, 

I never would want to limit myself to coverage of just football. That’s primarily 
because I am as much a basketball fan as I am football. (I spend more time on football 
because I’m working for my readers, who are primarily football fans. That’s also why we 
have plenty of football coverage in this basketball issue.) 

Some would question this publication having a basketball-theme edition, as is this. 
But Alabama basketball—men's basketball, at any rate—is worth it. Hopefully, the women’s 
team will be able to get to the top level of the Southeastern Conference, which also would 
be high in the nation. 

It was my pleasure for many years to be in charge of sports information for men's 
basketball when I worked for The University of Alabama. Those were the days when 
C.M. Newton was taking the program from very low to very high, bringing in the likes 
of Alabama prep stars Wendell Hudson, Ray Odums, Charles Cleveland, Leon Douglas, 
Anthony Murray, T.R. Dunn, and Reggie King. Times were changing, beginning with 
Hudson, the first black scholarshipped athlete in University history. 

One of the most popular features we have is our “Where Are They Now?" section 
written each month by Erik Stinnett. This month’s subject is Coach Newton. Like a number 
of former Alabama coaches in various sports, C.M. has chosen to retire in Tuscaloosa. (So 
did one of his key assistants, John Bostick.) 

I enjoy seeing C.M. on a regular basis, for lunch and dinner occasions or to play golf or 
do a little civic work. It’s fun to reminisce. And we also talk about the sport as it is today. 

Alabama has had good basketball for most periods since the sport was begun in 
1913. It is good now in great part because of the impact of Charles Martin Newton. a 


Sincerely, 
Kirk McNair 
Editor 
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\\ EW LIFE ART is pleased to announce the ex- 
_ LL Nt citing new release of Third and Long, a Limited 
Edition Fine Art Print by artist Daniel A. Moore. This 
is the fourth issue in our Legendary Players Series. 
The painting depicts Derrick Thomas, sacking 
QB Lance Pavlas on “third and long,” during 
the 1988 Texas A&M game, also known as 
the “Hurricane Bowl.” This was Derrick’s 
fourth of his five sacks during the game— 
a remarkable achievement that stands today 
as the Alabama all-time record for Most Sacks 
in a Game, while also setting the Single-Season Sack 
Record at 27. His performance helped spur the Tide to 
a 30-10 victory. Derrick Thomas had many inspiring 
games such as this one and is truly a Legendary Player. 
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Y FRANK BURLISON 


Scout.com National Basketball Writer 


e past 22 Final Fours, covering the pagt three for the Scout.com 
vork. A sports columnist at the Long Bgach (CA) Press-Telegram, 
you can check out his perspective on the Hoops scene (college, high 
sciool and the occasional dash of NBA Drpft-flavored tossed into the 
it) in his Frankhoops.com columns for Sfout.com.'He was married 
thig past Aug, 11. And, fortunately for Julie,ishe understands that the 

basketball season is pretty much a 12 momths-per year kind of deal. 
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Taurean Green are owed a debt of gratitude from a lot of different 
sources in and around college basketball. 

There are the obvious cluster of folks who should be giddy that the 
foursome decided to become college juniors after leading the University of 
Gators to an overpowering run in the 2006 NCAA Tournament en route to the 
school's first-ever hoops national championship. Those are the coaches and 
followers of a program that become the first to win back-to-back titles in 15 
years last spring when Coach Billy Donovan's team cruised past the Ohio State 
Buckeyes in the final in Atlanta. / 

And then there are those ‘ n-Gator faithful who should say a silent thank 
you, very much, guys, every time the thought of Noah, Horford, Brewer and 
Green playing at Florida as seniors crosses their minds. 7 

I mean, c’mon: : 

No program has won three consecutive national titles since Richard 
Nixon resided in the White House and a curly-, red-haired fellow was treating 
opposing centers for UCLA in the same fashion fathers dominate their toddlers 
in living room Nerf ball tussles. 

But Noah, Horford and Brewer had been selected before seven other 
players’ names had been called by Commissioner David Stern in the first round 
of the NBA Draft last June, and Green was picked in the second round. 

So that leaves Donovan to rebuild in Gainesville (although, after back-to- 
back titles and another final game appearance in 2000, we can now say he is in 
possession of one of those pro: that reloads not rebuilds) instead of putting 
a club on the floor that would have been an overwhelming favorite to win as 
many as three championships in a row since John Wooden's Bruins, led by Bill 
Walton, cut down nets for the seventh consecutive time in 1973. 

So that leaves us with something approaching a true debate as to who 
should be considered the favorite to ultimately reign supreme at the conclusion 
of a 2007-08 season. From my perspective, at least, there are nine teams for 
which convincing they could win the whole shooting match arguments could 
be launched and another 12 to 15 that seem to possess enough Final Four 
components so as to not be considered a major surprise if any of them do earn 

~~ trips to San Antonio. : aa. 

Two teams that I’m convinced should be considered favorites to get to San 
Antonio are the UCLA Bruins and North Carolina Tar Heels. 

The guys from Westwood should become the first program to play in three 
consecutive Final Fours since Michigan State did so at the turn of the century 
(1999-2001; doesn’t turn of the century seem funny to read when it comes to 
modern sports?). 

Sure, Ben Howland’s club lost Pac-10 Player of the Year and first-team All- 
American guard Arron Afflalo after his junior season to the NBA. 

But every other player significant to the Bruins’ 
' second consecutive 30-win/conference title/FF 
season returns. 

And, no matter what you've read 
or heard, it’s impossible to over- 
estimate the impact that UCLA's 
Kevin Love will have during his 
freshman season (and, barring 
an unlikely turn of events, 
his only season drawing 
scholarship stipend 

checks) on the entire 
landscape of the sport. 
The offensive 
sluggishness UCLA 
teams struggled through 
at times over the past 
two seasons? Let’s just 
say that Loye’s presence 
will do a lot to help make 
those moments fewer and 
even farther between. 
The Tar Heels lost more 


oO ne can suppose that Joakim Noah, Al Horford, Corey Brewer and 


ee 


Jim Mclsaac/Getry 


POY Candidates Roy Hibbert and Tyler Hansbrough 


productivity (in the persons of Brandan Wright and ir. A Bennett, and all-conference selections Kyle Weaver 


Reyshawn Terry) to the NBA Draft than did the Bruins. 4 _ ' and Derrick Low - still around in Pullman, the 

But it’s still borderline impossible to even dig a - \ Cougars will be surprises to only those who 
up a couple of rosters whose depth of talent and ee |) hibernated through last season. 
experience can be mentioned in the relative same ; Y x Indiana and Wisconsin (and, possibly, Ohio 
terms with the one Roy Williams is in possession of in / *¥ State) are going to have Top 25-caliber squads 
Chapel! Hill. ° j ' "™ _sithis season. 

Williams’ club should dominate the Atlantic Coast iL : But it wouldn't surprise to see Michigan State 
Conference this season. Of course, I felt the same way a year \ a finish two or three games ahead of the pack in the Big 
ago at this time — and the Tar Heels barely shared the regular- Ten this season. Tom Izzo has the kind of leadership (in 


season title with Virginia while finishing just a game ahead ‘ Drew Neitzel) and depth that he used to get to four Final 
of Boston College, Maryland and Virginia Tech. >~ Fours in a nine-year stretch in East Lansing. 

Two others I put just the slightest of notches - And Rick Pitino has a group of Louisville players 
below UCLA and UNC reside in Tennessee — and Ei good and experienced enough to become the sixth 
don’t get giddy just quite yet, Vanderbilt fans, ~ is team he's coached in a Final Four (in case all of you 
although it wouldn't startle me if your Commodores y readers don’t want to look it up: Providence in 1987, 
(remember the name Andrew Ogilvy, folks!) get to ' Kentucky in 1993, '96 and ’97, Louisville in 2005 
the Sweet 16 again this season. : \ were the others). 

Memphis got to the Elite Eight and Tennessee : \ There you have them ... mix and match them 
led Ohio State by 20 points before intermission in their " anyway you'd like, But I'd be surprised (albeit, mildly) 
Sweet 16 game. b A Vv if the four teams we find in San Antonio don’t come 


Each returns large stockpiles of firepower — so much, Xt a somewhere from among those nine. 
in fact, that the Tigers and Volunteers would be on the So, what other appetizers shall we snack upon before 
short list of top Final Four contenders even if they hadn't the entrée — the season, of course ... wink, wink — is 


each added a significant newcomer ...slick, polished — served over this winter and ensuing spring? 
and mature freshman point guard Derrick Rose at f OK, nibble on these: 
Memphis and Iowa transfer (and former Tennessee \ 3 
prep star) Tyler Smith at Tennessee. y 5 *When will we next see Florida and Ohio 
We've taken license to assume that Brandon A. ; State teams playing in a Final Four? 
Rush will rehab from his June ACL surgery and - 7 My answer to that is “Considering how heavy 
return a reasonable facsimile to the 13.8 points and . ‘ | their personnel losses were, probably a lot sooner 
5.6 rebounds per game, and all-Big 12 performer he : > than some would assume”. 
was as a sophomore last season. _ Sure, they sent eight players (three of those 
If so, Bill Self and the Kansas Jayhawks will be doing Buckeyes) to last June’s NBA Dratft, five of those among 
a little bit of late-March time on the River Walk. The ribs and : the first nine selections. 
fries are to die for, guys. . But there is a lot of talent still in place at both 
If you’re looking for a second 2007 participant programs to get each into the 2008 tournament. 
joining UCLA in a return to the Final Four, hitch your And, based on the number of elite-level 
hunches to Georgetown. ; aie prospects Billy Donovan and Thad Matta are luring to 
Like the Bruins’ Ben Howland, the Hoyas’ John Gainesville and Columbus, respectively, it wouldn't 
Thompson III lost a Player of the Year (Jeff Green, be surprising to see either — or both — take teams 
who got Big East honors) to the NBA after his junior ; j into the final weekend of play in 2009. 
season. 
But center Roy Hibbert and forward DaJuan = = *Which conference is the strongest this 
Summers (oh, my ...he is going to be good this ‘season? 
season) are a year better. : ¥ Sorry, Atlantic Coast Conference, but only the Big 
And, dang! With the addition of McDonald’s All- East, Southeastern and Pacific-10 are viable answers in 
Americas Austin Freeman and Chris Wright to go along 2007-08. 
with returning starters Jessie Sapp and Jonathan Wallace, = Each should have at least seven teams in this 
how frickin’ good is that Georgetown backcourt going y Ay season's Field of 65. 
to be this season? =) But I'll give the ever-so-slight edge to the Pac-10 
The other three in the Frank Thinks They Have ~ which, on paper (and, yeah, it’s always dangerous 
The Best Final Four Shots clique: Louisville, Michigan ’ K to preface evaluations with ‘on paper”), has nine 
State and Washington State. f “NCAA Tournament-caliber” teams this season. 
By the way . ..Washington State! Bsa Mn Only Oregon State doesn’t appear to be in that 
How trippy is it to read Washington State in any me | ‘ category. But, of course, remember what the last 
preseason prognostication about potential national \ team I projected to finish last actually did within the 
championship teams, eh? . ; conference. 
Picked (by conference coaches and the media ' 
alike; we all ended up with egg on our mugs, baby) to finish *Will this be the first season since Indiana did it 
10h in the 10-member Pacific-10 Conference last season, “a in 1975-76 that a team finishes unbeaten? 
the Cougars finished second in the conference and won : If the Pac-10 Conference didn’t have so many very, 
26 games before a double-overtime loss to Vanderbilt ‘ very good teams (four or five of them could win at 
in the second round of the NCAA Tourney. : Z least a couple of tourney games), I'd say “Yes, UCLA 
Yeah, who could have imagined it? ~ might be able to do it.” 
With most of the same cast of characters . { But it does have so many very, very good teams 
— most notably, National Coach of the Year Tony ae so the answer is “Heck, no!” 


TOP TO BOTTOM: UCLA Cheerleader (Andy Lyons/Getty), Chvis Lotion (Travis Lindquist/Getty), Derrick Low (Lica 
Blumer VGetty), Edgar Sosa (Andy Lyons/Getty), Brandon Rush (Jamie Squire/jTom Izzo. Raynar Morgan (Jonathan, 
DanievGetty) 


FRANK’S FIVE 
PLAYER OF THE YEAR CANDIDATES Or Mayo (aay 

Tyler Hansbrough (6-9/Jr./North Carolina) Frank Says: The Trojans have had some good 
Frank Says: These days in college hoops, anyone who players but they have never had a basketball player 
has played as well as he has over consecutive seasons enroll at the school with as much national attention. 
is usually playing in the NBA instead of taking the 
opportunity to play that well for a third college f 
campaign in a row. 


Derrick Rose (6-3/Memphis) 
Frank Says: If this Tigers’ team once more comes 
up one win short of a Final Four berth, trust me, 


Roy Hibbert (7-2/Sr./Georgetown) it isn’t going to be because of inferior play 
Frank Says: If the Hoyas prove at the point guard position. 

they didn’t miss Jeff Green 
as much as most of us 
assumed, Hibbert — who 
could have been a Top 

10 selection, along 


us | PLUS FIVE MORE... 


Jonny Flynn (5-11/Syracuse) 
Frank Says: As far a “true” point 


with Green, - guards go (and we're designating 
if he, too, had i = Mayo and Arizona’s Jerryd Bayless 
opted for the : x [ a7 . f ef , as “scoring point guards”), only 
NBA instead of -_,* Me ' Rose is better in the freshman 

a senior season ; é NW citi ; a class than this fellow. Very shortly, 
last spring ° Prime a : 4 followers of the Orange will be 

— will be the most 1 \ eh: putting their collective heads 
obvious reason why. mi. <a * P together to decide “he’s the best 


point guard we've had since (fill 


Chris Lofton (6-2/Sr./ . e j ; in the blank).” 

Tennessee) " f 

Frank Says: He and the rest of the lie ; ‘we - James Harden 
Volunteers have shown significant . : ae (6-5/Arizona 
progress in each of Bruce Pearl’s < State) 

first two seasons in Knoxville. This ™ — . ; ee Frank Says: 


one isn’t going to be any different. } ] I pia? ! - A McDonald’s 
7 All-American 
Kevin Love (6-9/Fr./UCLA) j Aw é who still 


Frank Says: I'm not about to hasn't 
y received 


suggest that he is already the most 

complete and multiple-skilled post , ‘ the national 
player in college basketball. But he recognition he 
might be worthy of that title by the deserves after 
time the NCAA Tournament field and being the best player on the best high 


school team (Artesia of Lakewood) in California 
for the past two seasons. 


bracket are revealed in March. 


O.J. Mayo (6-4/Fr./USC) -_— r ia ge Nae 
Frank Says: Come to think about it, wouldn't see il 7 «i AY Andrew Ogilvy (6-11/Vanderbilt) 
a Trojan winning the John R. Wooden Award wi mm : i Frank Says: The Next Big Basketball Thing out 
seem even more startling than a UCLA Bruin = of Australia (Sydney) averaged 22.3 points and 
winning a Heisman Trophy? Oh, yeah! The latter vl " A 9.8 rebounds during the 19 and Under World 
has happened (Gary Beban in 1967). ie =a ' ' Championships in Serbia in July. Those averages 

, - should be at least about, oh, 12 or 13 and 7 or 8 in 

SEC play. 


FRANK’S FIVE 


FABULOUS FRESHMEN Patrick Patterson (6-8/Kentucky) 
Michael Beasley (6-9/Kansas State) Frank Says: When your final three college choices 


Frank Says: For the second season in a row, there is are Duke, Florida and Kentucky, you must be a 
pretty good prospect. And the power forward was 


a strong possibility that the most productive freshman in ; i paras 2 ate 2 
the country will reside in the Big 12 Conference. \e i . a prety ciopd tira gia prone seca eee 
; ‘2. 4 Gillispie in Lexington. 


Eric Gordon (6-3/Indiana) P 
Frank Says: There hasn't been a prospect quite this good to 
come out of an Indiana high school since .. . well, since Greg 
Oden was a prep senior in Hoosierville in 2006. 


Kyle Singler (6-9/Duke) 

Frank Says: The in-state (Oregon) rival and one- 
time traveling team teammate of Kevin Love is the 
best of a trio of 2007 McDonald's All-Americans on 


Kevin Love (6-9/UCLA) the Blue Devils’ roster. 
Frank Says: A reasonable argument could be presented 
that the Bruins — and not Florida —- would have won the 


past couple of national titles if he had been in Ben 
Howland’s lineup. UCLA’s Kevin Love 


Joo MurphyiGetty 


BASKETBALL BY SCOUT.COM 


\U 7 eee N aaa SEE eee 


Who’s Next? 


Team-by-team look at SEC men’s basketball 


For the past two years, Florida has been the dominant story not only 

in Southeastern Conference, but national basketball circles, thanks 

to its amazing run to back-to-back NCAA titles. But that's about to 
change. Sure, the Gators will be scrutinized the first few weeks of the 
regular season, and maybe longer, but there are a bunch of SEC teams 
that figure to push Florida out of the headlines once the conference 
schedule gets into full swing in January, if not before. 

Scout.com went to its experts at each of the 12 SEC schools to 
put together preseason scouting reports for all the league teams while 
also polling our writers to determine their picks to win the division and 
overall league titles. 

In an amazing show of solidarity, the writers were unanimous in 
their picks of Tennessee and Arkansas to win the East and West division 
titles with Tennessee overpowering Arkansas by an 11-1 vote to win the 
overall league title. 

Teams are previewed in order of predicted division finish, 


SEC West 


1, ARKANSAS 
By Dudley E. Dawson Hawgs Illustrated 

Only time will tell if the University of Arkansas truly hit a home 
run with its hiring of Coach John Pelphrey, the former Kentucky star 
with ties to ultra-successful coaches Rick Pitino, Eddie Sutton and 
Billy Donovan. 

But one thing is certain, Pelphrey definitely hit one over the 
fence during his introductory press conference in which he clearly 
won over the fans. 

“I have been a great, great admirer of the University of Arkansas 
for a long time, both as a player and as a coach,” Pelphrey said. “It 
is an honor and a privilege for me to be a part of the University of 
Arkansas, and 1 am going to take great, great pride in being the 
Razorback coach. 

“You have to understand, my whole life my blood has bled blue 
and I still love my alma mater,” Pelphrey said. “But today, my blood 
bleeds Arkansas Razorback red. This is a dream job for me.” 

He took the podium at the press conference, put on his new 
Razorback hat with pride, called the Hogs, dropped some knowledge 
of Razorback lore and then spoke some words that many had been 
waiting to hear. 

"Your style of play is back.” 

In other words, the up-tempo, pressing style that Nolan 
Richardson used to win a national title during his 17-year tenure 
before being replaced by the slower tempo of Stan Heath, who was let 
go last season despite his team making the NCAA Tournament. 

“I want our teams to constantly attack offensively and 
defensively,” Pelphrey said. ‘We want to be as disruptive as we 
possibly can. We don’t want to let our opponents do what they do 
every day in practice.” 

As far as defense, it's not necessarily “40 minutes of Hell” but “40 
minutes of Pel,” a notion he brought home with a witty comment. 

“It’s a ‘mother-in-law’ defense,” Pelphrey said. ‘Constant pressure 
and harassment. But I do love my mother-in-law." 


14 TO SUBSCRIBE CALL 1-888-979-0979 


Arkansas should not only 
be a favorite to win the SEC 
West title, but the overall league 
title as well with all five starters 
coming back from a 21-14 squad 
that got to the finals of the SEC 
Tournament and into the NCAA 
Tournament. 

There is a loaded and 
experienced front court returning 
with 7-0 senior center Steven 
Hill, 6-8 senior power forward 
Charles Thomas, 6-10 senior 
forward Darian Townes and 6- 

10 sophomore forward Michael 
Washington to go along with 6-8 
freshman Michael Sanchez, 

The Razorbacks also have 
two potential All-SEC selections 
in 6-1 sophomore shooting quard 
Patrick Beverly and 6-6 senior small forward Sonny Weems, while 6-0 
senior Gary Ervin and 6-2 sophomore Stefan Welsh are likely to share 
point guard duties. 

“My concerns at the point guard spot are real,"’ Pelphrey said. 
“There's not a lot of depth at the guard spot. Sonny Weems and Patrick 
Beverley are very good on the wings, but the depth is not great. We 
do have strength and numbers up front.” 

Pelphrey got a head start working with his team because the 
Razorbacks were afforded 10 days of practice before their trip to 
Cancun for two exhibition games in early September 

Arkansas downed Quintano Roo 60-57 in game one and then 
blasted Belize Select 108-37 in their trip finale. 

“The trip was a blessing,” Pelphrey said. Looking back, I think 
we were able to accomplish what we wanted. I think they got a feel for 
the way we want to play and how to go hard.” 


Mark Gottfried is beginning his 
10th year as Alabama coach 


Unwwersity of Alabama 


2. MISSISSIPPI STATE 
By David Murray Dawgs' Bite 

Rick Stansbury took a chance—or two—lining up an ambitious 
2007-08 schedule. By booking several high-profile home dates and 
two West Coast road trips, he counted on having Charles Rhodes and 
Jamont Gordon in the lineup one more year. When both withdrew from 
early NBA entry, Stansbury won that gamble. 

Mississippi State kept the key pieces to a club capable of even 
better things than last year’s 21-14 record, SEC West co-championship, 
and NIT semifinal appearance. These Bulldogs are ready to win their 
way back to the NCAA Tournament after a two year absence. 

Stansbury did have four veterans leave looking for larger roles 
elsewhere, but the core is still senior frontcourt standout Rhodes (13.7 
points and 6.2 rebounds per game) and junior guard-forward Gordon 
(16.0 and 7.1), It’s a versatile pair. 

Rhodes scores from both the low or high post, muscling or 
moving, and has made himself a decent defender at last. Gordon 
plays the whole court as essentially a point forward banging bodies 


FRANK’S FIVE ¥ 

PLAYER OF THE YEAR CANDIDATES ; O.J. Mayo (6-8/08C) 
Tyler Hansbrough (6-9/Jr./North Carolina) 

Frank Says: These days in college hoops, anyone who 
has played as well as he has over consecutive seasons 

is usually playing in the NBA instead of taking the 
opportunity to play that well for a third college f 
campaign in a row. 


Derrick Rose (6-3/Memphis) 


Roy Hibbert (7-2/Sr./Georgetown) 
Frank Says: If the Hoyas prove 
they didn’t miss Jeff Green 
as much as most of us 
assumed, Hibbert - who 


Frank Says: The Trojans have had some good 
players but they have never had a basketball player 
enroll at the school with as much national attention. 


Frank Says: If this Tigers’ team once more comes 

up one win short of a Final Four berth, trust me, 
« ; ' it isn’t going to be because of inferior play 
™ at the point guard position. 


PLUS FIVE MORE ... 


could have been a Top j : \, Jonny Flynn (5-11/Syracuse) 

10 selection, along % / ; ; o) Frank Says: As far a “true” point 
with Green, Pe guards go (and we're designating 
if he, too, had , >; ; . if _. Mayo and Arizona's Jerryd Bayless 
opted for the ’ a AC) - j as “scoring point guards”), only 
NBA instead of ’ 3 Rose is better in the freshman 

a senior season ‘ is i Ww . 7 class than this fellow. Very shortly, 
last spring NS sao a ade followers of the Orange will be 

— will be the most . ot ‘ putting their collective heads 
obvious reason why. | Om 4 : together to decide “he’s the best 


point guard we 


*ve had since (fill 


Chris Lofton (6-2/Sr./ 4 in the blank).” 


Tennessee) 


Frank Says: He and the rest of the % 2 : 4 . James Harden 


Volunteers have shown significant 
progress in each of Bruce Pearl’s 
first two seasons in Knoxville. This 
one isn't going to be any different. 


(6-5/Arizona 
State) 
Frank Says: 
A McDonald's 


All-American 
Kevin Love (6-9/Fr./UCLA) who still 
Frank Says: I’m not about to hasn't 
suggest that he is already the most received 
complete and multiple-skilled post the national 
player in college basketball. But he recognition he 
might be worthy of that title by the deserves after 
time the NCAA Tournament field and being the best player on the best high 


bracket are revealed in March. : school team (Artesia of Lakewood) in California 


for the past two seasons. 


O.J. Mayo (6-4/Fr./USC) P | F 
Frank Says: Come to think about it, wouldn't & Andrew Ogilvy (6-1)1/Wanderbilt) 


a Trojan winning the John R. Wooden Award f , Frank Says: The Next Big Basketball Thing out 
seem even more startling than a UCLA Bruin . of Australia (Sydney) averaged 22.3 points and 
winning a Heisman Trophy? Oh, yeah! The latter Ae i 9.8 rebounds during the 19 and Under World 


has happened (Gary Beban in 1967). “ - tr ' Championships in Serbia in July. Those averages 
: : should be at least about, oh, 12 or 13 and 7 or 8 in 
SEC play. 
FRANK’S FIVE 4 
FABULOUS FRESHMEN ; Patrick Patterson Ce j 
Michael Beasley (6-9/Kansas State) Frank Says: When your final three college choices 


Frank Says: For the second season in a row, there is 
a strong possibility that the most productive freshman in 
the country will reside in the Big 12 Conference. 
Gillispie in Lexington. 
Eric Gordon (6-3/Indiana) 
Frank Says: There hasn't been a prospect quite this good to 
come out of an Indiana high school since .. . well, since Greg 
Oden was a prep senior in Hoosierville in 2006. 


Kyle Singler (6-9/Duke) 


are Duke, Florida and Kentucky, you must be a 
pretty good prospect. And the power forward was 
a pretty good first “high-profile recruit” for Billy 


Frank Says: The in-state (Oregon) rival and one- 
time traveling team teammate of Kevin Love is the 


best of a trio of 2007 McDonald’s All-Americans on 


Kevin Love (6-9/UCLA) the Blue Devils’ roster. 
Frank Says: A reasonable argument could be presented 
that the Bruins — and not Florida —- would have won the 


past couple of national titles if he had been in Ben 
Howland’s lineup. UCLA’s Kevin Love 


Jos Murphy/Gatty 


ks five 


Allen Fiéldhouse (University ofikandds) |] Hy 

Says: The tradition(this is where Wilt Chamberlain played 

e basketball!), overall atmosphere and enthusiasm in the 
building are all so, well, genuine. If you truly love college basketball, 
make it a point to experience a game here before you decid you 
don’t want to ever watch a GOllege game in person a 
won't forget the sound in the place when one of Roy 
was rallying from 20 points behind against a UCLA te 
90s. It was deafening — and then some. 


Cameron Indoor Stadium (Duke) 
Frank Says: Maybe these first two should actually be “1-A and 1- 
B” because watching a game on the Blue Devils’ home floor is an 


experience for the serious hoops fan not to miss. The students are a 1of™ 
more than just loud (and anywhere nearly as obnoxious as you'll find in in 


some venues which shall go unmentioned here): they are truly witty. 


Madison Square Garden (New York City) 

Frank Says: Easily the best pro/college basketball (or vice versa) 

facility anywhere. Even for all the great NBA and NHL games, and . 
ampionship boxing matches (Ali vs. Frazier in 1971!) that have © 
en place in there, its college basketball tradition is every bit.as 

ich, and textured: ‘And, oh yeah: After games the bars stay ope: 


ayer ty! 
a 


.)\ breakaway slam dunks. 


oc lest Bla esto Watch ge 


“ Pauley Pavilion (UCIF 


Frank Says: The place isn’t 


the likes of Lew Alcindor (Kafe 
Sidney Wicks wore Bruins’ e place andy 
the rafters? It's” 


this is where Babe 


Lt} bs , : 
Assembly Hall (Universi 
Frank Says: I’m particularly fond 


ne (and reporting) 
ic team that was 
tet sht#/ You still see plenty 
yay, was the locale for 
i7movies ever: “Breaking 
ing to do with 


experiences: the trials for the 1984) 
coached by then-Hoosiers coach Bob 
of red in the place, too! Bloomington§b 
one of the three or four best sports-flé 
Away”. If you’ve seen it, you know it} he 


FRANK?’S FIVE 

Sophomores who will have breakout 
seasons after operating a bit below the 
national radar as freshmen 

Damion James (6-7/Texas) 

Frank Says: Kevin Durant took 25.8 scoring and 11.8 rebounding averages 
with him to the NBA. Look for James to consume a lot of that slack. 


David Lighty (6-6/Ohio State) 

Frank Says: His three classmates bailed for the NBA. This time he 
gets to demonstrate why he was such a highly thought-of recruit for 
Thad Matta as well. 


Raymar Morgan (6-7/Michigan State) 

Frank Says: The projected improvement of Morgan over his freshman 
season (11.7 points and 5.2 rebounds per game) is among the reasons 
the Spartans should go from a .500 record in conference to being the 
best team in the Big Ten. 


Quincy Pondexter (6-7/Washington) 

Frank Says: Don’t be surprised if he is the most improved player in 
the Pac-10; he wasn’t bad (10.7 points per game, including 25 against 
Arizona in Seattle). 


Greivis Vasquez (6-4/Maryland) 
Frank Says: After averaging 9.8 points and 4.6 assists per games for 
the Terps as a freshman, he started for Venezuela during FIBA 
Tournament in Las Vegas in August. 


FRANK’S FIVE 

New coaches who’ll garner 
plenty of attention 

John Beilein (Michigan) 

Frank Says: There is a strong consensus of opinion 
that his teams at West Virginia over-achieved, so it 
seems appropriate that he took over a program that 
has pretty much under-achieved of late. 


Dino Gaudio (Wake Forest) 
Frank Says: The circumstances in which he became the head 
coach of the Demon Deacons — Skip Prosser’s death in late July, 
along with Billy Donovan’s flip-flop with the Orlando Magic and 
University of Florida, was one of the two biggest stories of the off- 
season — inevitably means Gaudio’s team’s performance will be one 
of the most followed stories of this season. 


Bill Gillispie (Kentucky) 

Frank Says: If the way his Texas-El Paso and Texas A&M teams 
performed are a solid indication, he’ll have the Wildcats humming 
along at a level that should satisfy even the most hard-core of the 

Big Blue faithful — unless, of course, that string of consecutive years 
without a trip to the Final Four (1998 was the last time that happened) 
extends much longer. 


Bob Huggins (West Virginia) 

Frank Says: Kansas State administrators and fans no doubt would 
have begged to differ last spring but what better way for the 
Mountaineers to replace Beilein than with a guy who already knew a 
thing or two about the school? Almost Heaven, indeed. 


Rick Majerus (Saint Louis) 

Frank Says: Let's face it: Who didn’t think that the ESPN 
commentator’s job was just a temporary gig until Majerus decided 
where he wanted to next coach? 


FRANK’S FIVE 

Individual matchups to watch 

Stephen Curry vs. Wayne Ellington 

(Nov. 14/non-conference/Charlotte, NC) 

Frank Says: Davidson and North Carolina offer up what is about as good 
as it gets when it comes to the shooting guard position, college-style. 


Randal Falker vs. D.J. White (Dec. 1/non-conference/Carbondale, IL) 
Frank Says: Southern Illinois’ Falker plays post defense as effectively as 
anyone who plays it on the college level. And in Indiana's White, he’ll be 
facing one of the more immovable forces down low in college hoops today. 


O.J. Mayo vs. Derrick Rose (Dec. 4/Jimmy V Classic/NYC) 

Frank Says: Maybe it’s not quite up to the level of Jerry West vs. Walt 
Frazier. But when USC’s Mayo and Memphis’ Rose hook up in a battle 
of freshman guards, it will be one of the most anticipated backcourt 
matchups to take place in Madison Square Garden in quite a while. 


Roy Hibbert vs. Hasheem Thabeet (Jan. 12/Big East/Washington, D.C.) 
Frank Says: It will be the Big East Conference’s literal battle of the 
(basketball) giants when the seven-footers (and then some) from 
Connecticut and Georgetown, respectively, hook up on the Hoyas’ 
home floor. There will be as many NBA decision makers watching this 
one as closely as they will the Mayo vs. Rose tilt the month before. 
We'll have to wait until the conference tournament (in MSG) in March 
for a possible rematch. 


Taj Gibson vs. Kevin Love (Jan. 19/Pac-10/Westwood) 
Frank Says: Some in the Southland and national media 
will no doubt talk and write about “Mayo vs. Love” when 
the oh-so-heavily touted USC and UCLA freshmen 
meet as college players for the first time (in the Bruins’ 
Pauley Pavilion): But the real head-up battle will 
take place between Gibson and Love, in around the 
“painted area” (thank you, Hubie Brown!) They'll do it 
again a month later (Feb. 17) in USC’s Galen Center. 


FRANK’S FIVE 

Best players who don’t have 
a lot of national pub ...yet 
Alex Harris (6-6/Sr./UC Santa Barbara) 
Frank Says: This season's best player in the Big West Conference was 
one of the most improved players anywhere last season, increasing 
his scoring average by nearly 2 % times and upping his overall 
shooting percentage by 102 points and 3-point shooting by 143 
points! That’s impressive, indeed. 


Aleks Maric (6-11/Sr./Nebraska) 

Frank Says: Some followers of Kansas (Darrell Arthur) or Kansas 
State (Michael Beasley) might beg to differ, but Maric could be the 
very best big man in all of the Big 12 Conference this season. 


Geoff McDermott (6-7/Jr./Providence) 
Frank Says: A prediction — by February, broadcasters will be referring 
to him as “the most versatile player in the Big East Conference”, 


Ahmad Nivins (6-9/Jr./Saint Joseph’s) 
Frank Says: He’s the Hawks’ best player since the program had a 
backcourt made up of Jameer Nelson and Delonte West. 


Jason Thompson (6-10/Sr./Rider) 

Frank Says: A junior season in which he averaged 20.1 points and 
10.1 rebounds per game didn’t earn Thompson as much attention 
from NBA scouting-types as did his performances at the LeBron James 
Skills Academy in Akron and Pete Newell’s Big Man Camp in Las 
Vegas over the summer. a 


BASKETBALL BY SCOUT.COM 


Who’s Next? 


Team-by-team look at SEC men’s basketball 


For the past two years, Florida has been the dominant story not only 
in Southeastern Conference, but national basketball circles, thanks 

to its amazing run to back-to-back NCAA titles. But that’s about to 
change. Sure, the Gators will be scrutinized the first few weeks of the 
regular season, and maybe longer, but there are a bunch of SEC teams 
that figure to push Florida out of the headlines once the conference 
schedule gets into full swing in January, if not before. 

Scout.com went to its experts at each of the 12 SEC schools to 
put together preseason scouting reports for all the league teams while 
also polling our writers to determine their picks to win the division and 
overall league titles. 

In an amazing show of solidarity, the writers were unanimous in 
their picks of Tennessee and Arkansas to win the East and West division 
titles with Tennessee overpowering Arkansas by an 11-1 vote to win the 
overall league title. 

Teams are previewed in order of predicted division finish. 


SEC West 


1. ARKANSAS 
By Dudley E. Dawson Hawgs Illustrated 

Only time will tell if the University of Arkansas truly hit a home 
run with its hiring of Coach John Pelphrey, the former Kentucky star 
with ties to ultra-successful coaches Rick Pitino, Eddie Sutton and 
Billy Donovan. 

But one thing is certain, Pelphrey definitely hit one over the 
fence during his introductory press conference in which he clearly 
won over the fans. 

“T have been a great, great admirer of the University of Arkansas 
for a long time, both as a player and as a coach," Pelphrey said. “It 
is an honor and a privilege for me to be a part of the University of 
Arkansas, and I am going to take great, great pride in being the 
Razorback coach. 

You have to understand, my whole life my blood has bled blue 
and I still love my alma mater," Pelphrey said. “But today, my blood 
bleeds Arkansas Razorback red. This is a dream job for me.” 

He took the podium at the press conference, put on his new 
Razorback hat with pride, called the Hogs, dropped some knowledge 
of Razorback lore and then spoke some words that many had been 
waiting to hear. 

“Your style of play is back.” 

In other words, the up-tempo, pressing style that Nolan 
Richardson used to win a national title during his 17-year tenure 
before being replaced by the slower tempo of Stan Heath, who was let 
go last season despite his team making the NCAA Tournament. 

“I want our teams to constantly attack offensively and 
defensively," Pelphrey said. ‘We want to be as disruptive as we 
possibly can. We don't want to let our opponents do what they do 
every day in practice.” 

As far as defense, it's not necessarily “40 minutes of Hell” but “40 
minutes of Pel,” a notion he brought home with a witty comment. 

“It’s a ‘mother-in-law’ defense," Pelphrey said. ‘Constant pressure 
and harassment. But I do love my mother-in-law." 
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Arkansas should not only 
be a favorite to win the SEC 
West title, but the overall league 
title as well with all five starters 
coming back from a 21-14 squad 
that got to the finals of the SEC 
Tournament and into the NCAA 
Tournament. 

There is a loaded and 
experienced front court returning 
with 7-0 senior center Steven 
Hill, 6-8 senior power forward 
Charles Thomas, 6-10 senior 
forward Darian Townes and 6- 

10 sophomore forward Michael 
Washington to go along with 6-8 
freshman Michael Sanchez. 

The Razorbacks also have 
two potential All-SEC selections 
in 6-1 sophomore shooting guard 
Patrick Beverly and 6-6 senior small forward Sonny Weems, while 6-0 
senior Gary Ervin and 6-2 sophomore Stefan Welsh are likely to share 
point guard duties. 

“My concerns at the point guard spot are real," Pelphrey said. 
“There’s not a lot of depth at the guard spot. Sonny Weems and Patrick 
Beverley are very good on the wings, but the depth is not great. We 
do have strength and numbers up front.” 

Pelphrey got a head start working with his team because the 
Razorbacks were afforded 10 days of practice before their trip to 
Cancun for two exhibition games in early September 

Arkansas downed Quintano Roo 60-57 in game one and then 
blasted Belize Select 108-37 in their trip finale. 

“The trip was a blessing," Pelphrey said. “Looking back, I think 
we were able to accomplish what we wanted. I think they got a feel for 
the way we want to play and how to go hard.” 


Mark Gottfried is beginning his 
10th year as Alabama coach 


‘Urovernty of Alauama 


2. MISSISSIPPI STATE 
By David Murray Dawgs’ Bite 

Rick Stansbury took a chance—or two—lining up an ambitious 
2007-08 schedule. By booking several high-profile home dates and 
two West Coast road trips, he counted on having Charles Rhodes and 
Jamont Gordon in the lineup one more year. When both withdrew from 
early NBA entry, Stansbury won that gamble. 

Mississippi State kept the key pieces to a club capable of even 
better things than last year’s 21-14 record, SEC West co-championship, 
and NIT semifinal appearance. These Bulldogs are ready to win their 
way back to the NCAA Tournament after a two year absence. 

Stansbury did have four veterans leave looking for larger roles 
elsewhere, but the core is still senior frontcourt standout Rhodes (13.7 
points and 6.2 rebounds per game) and junior guard-forward Gordon 
(16.0 and 7.1). It's a versatile paiz. 

Rhodes scores from both the low or high post, muscling or 
moving, and has made himself a decent defender at last. Gordon 
plays the whole court as essentially a point forward banging bodies 


and the boards. The assist/turnover rate needs attention but Gordon's 
aggression creates open looks for teammates, and his outside touch 
has improved annually. 

Rhodes and Gordon put the Bulldogs in solid position to defend 
the West title they shared last year, but bigger prizes depend on three 
sophomores stepping up to starting stature. A year’s development 
means Barry Stewart (9.8 points) should improve on his 68 treys from 
last season. Ben Hansbrough (7.3, 47 treys) has the shot and smarts 
to be a fine combo-guard as he accepts expanded play-making 
responsibility. Center Jarvis Varnado blocks shots with abandon and is 
learning to score in other ways than just putting back missed shots. 

Graduation and defections erased guard depth, so redshirt Phil 
Turner and newcomer Ravern Johnson won't wait long for action 
when Gordon must take a break. The frontcourt has more big bodies 
to work with, including transfer Brian Johnson. Practicing with the 
varsity last winter, the former Louisville center showed he was a 
strong rebounder, defender and post-passer, an ideal complement to 
Rhodes and Varnado. That means 265-pound freshman Elgin Bailey 
can be paced, not rushed. But prep school product Kodi Augustus is 
too talented not to contribute at forward, possibly freeing Gordon to 
spend more time in the backcourt. 

Certainly Stansbury, who will become State’s winningest coach 
by December, sees pieces in place to return to championship and 
postseason form, He said, “I like where our team is right now, I like 
our chemistry. I think we have a chance this year.” 


3. ALABAMA 
By Kirk McNair 'Bama Magazine 

To say Alabama had a disappointing 2006-07 season is an 
understatement. 

Favored by many to win the Southeastern Conference Western 
Division, and perhaps challenge Florida for the league championship, 
the Crimson Tide was beset with bad luck on all fronts and stumbled 
to a 20-12 season. Alabama was one-and-out in the post-season for 
losers tournament, the NIT. 

And this year isn't starting out much better. By far the most 
serious problem for Bama last year was the knee injury that troubled 
Ron Steele, the preseason All-America point guard. Less than a 
month before practice was to begin this year, Steele announced he 
has decided to sit out this season and to try to return for the 2008-09 
campaign. Steele had undergone two surgeries on one knee and one 
on the other since the end of last season. 

With Steele out, Mark Gottfried begins his 10th season as Bama’s 
coach looking for a point guard. It could be 6-4 sophomore Mikhail 
Torrence, who gained valuable experience last season, or true 
freshman Rico Pickett (6-4). 

Although he is not a true point guard, gutsy 5-11 junior Brandon 
Hollinger has filled in at the point in the past. 

Hollinger is really a wing, where the Tide has excellent players 
in 6-6 junior Alonzo Gee, a returning starter who averaged 12.6 
points and 5.3 rebounds per game, and Mykal Riley, a 6-6 senior 
who also averaged 12.6 points per outing last year. Long-range 
shooter Justin Tubbs, a 6-2 sophomore, will get plenty of playing 
time on the wing. In preseason exhibition games, 6-2 freshman 
Senario Hillman was outstanding. 

In addition to Steele, Alabama lost one other starter from last season. 

The play of center Jermareo Davidson, now with Charlotte of the 
NBA, was adversely (and understandably) affected by the shooting 
death of his brother and fatal traffic accident of his girlfriend during 
the 2007 season. 

Richard Hendrix has been outstanding in his first two seasons at 
Bama and the 6-8, 265-pound junior should be the leader inside. He 
averaged a team-leading 14.6 points and 8.7 rebounds per game last 
year. He's expected to be joined inside by 6-7 sophomore Demetrius 


Jemison, but 6-9 sophomore 
Yamene 
Coleman and 6-9 freshman 
Justin Knox will challenge. 
Alabama is expected to 
stick with its offensive style 
of trying to pound inside or 
shoot the three-pointer, but the 
defense is expected to include 
more full court play. 


4. AUBURN 
By Mark Murphy Inside the 
Auburn Tigers 

After spending his first three 
seasons rebuilding the Auburn 
basketball program, Coach Jeff 
Lebo looks like he finally has a 
team capable of making a push 
for postseason play. 

With all five starters back 
from a squad that finished 
17-15 last year and was very 
competitive against a variety 
of highly-ranked teams, 
expectations are higher for 
Auburn basketball. 

“Last year we got a little taste 
of success and the guys liked it, 
and they want more of it/’ Lebo 
said, “That has been good. 

“Last year I felt we made the step and beat some very good teams 
in this league and some Top 25 teams so they had a chance to see what 
it is like. They had the chance to see the arena filled up a couple of 
times and the excitement that we can generate here with our people, 

“They want to have that more consistently, and they have had 
the taste of it," Lebo said, “Now, the next test will be can we give 
them more? Can our team be challenged more? Can our coaches be 
challenged more and can we have more consistency to it.” 

The offseason has been a busy one for Lebo's program. The 
biggest news was the university's decision to build a new $92.5 
million on-campus, basketball only arena to replace Beard-Eaves 
Memorial Coliseum, which was built in the 1960s. Construction on that 
project is expected to begin next summer. In addition, there will be a 
new basketball training facility built next to the arena. 

Also during the summer, the Tigers got a very early start on 
the 2007-2008 season with a three-game exhibition tour to Cancun, 
Mexico where the Tigers cruised to three easy victories. 

With no seniors on last season’s squad, seven players are back 
with starting experience, including a pair of seniors, 6-4 guard Frank 
Tolbert and forward Quan Prowell. 

Tolbert, a physical player with three seasons of starting 
experience who is known as “Frank the Tank,” averaged 11.8 points 
and 4.8 rebounds as a junior while Prowell, a 6-8, 215 junior, averaged 
12 points and 5.3 rebounds after transferring to Auburn from Furman. 

The junior group, Lebo's first recruiting class, is the heart of 
the team with guards Quantez Robertson (6-3, 193) and Rasheem 
Barrett in that group along with a pair of forwards, Josh Dollard and 
Korvotney Barber. 

Robertson, who can play both guard spots and do it well, 
averaged 8.1 points and 3.9 rebounds as the quarterback of the 
offense. An ironman who would play 40 minutes every night if 
needed, Robertson averaged 4.9 assists per game and is known as a 
strong defensive player. 
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Dollard, who has a nice shooting touch, led the Tigers in scoring 
last season at 12.5 points per game and also added 7.0 rebounds per 
contest, At 6-7, 225 he can score inside or outside. 

Barber, a 6-7, 220-pound quick leaper, averaged 11.3 points and 
6.6 rebounds. 

On tour in Mexico with his teammates and on another tour 
earlier in the summer with a college all-star goodwill team in China, 
Barrett appeared to be over the sophomore shooting slump during 
which his field goal percentage fell from 46.4 to 37.8 percent. The 6-5, 
220 guard averaged 11 points and 3.9 rebounds. 

Depth should come from sophomore guard DeWayne Reed, a 
6-1, 175-pound guard, who averaged 5.4 points and 3.0 assists. He is 
recovering from a foot injury suffered in Mexico. 

More depth is expected to come from a pair of sophomore 
forwards, 6-6 Lucas Hargrove and 6-9 Matt Heramb. The only newcomer 
will add size. Boubacar Sylla, a 7-1, 275-pound center from Paris, 
France, is significantly bigger than Heramb, last season's tallest Tiger. 

Lebo is happy to be coaching an experienced team. He said, 
“You cannot put a price tag on what that means, not only on the 
basketball court, but off the court as well.” 


5. LSU 
By Matt Deville Tiger Rag 

No more Big Baby. 

With Glen Davis’ early departure to the NBA, John Brady and his 
Tigers begin searching for a new image. Dating back to the year 2000, 
LSU basketball has been all about big men. The Tigers’ game plan has 
centered essentially around their post players. 

Stromile Swift, Jabari Smith, Jaime Lloreda, Brandon Bass, Tyrus 
Thomas and Davis have been the marquee players for Brady’s teams 
the past seven seasons. Brady has stressed defense and rebounding 
as the building blocks to success, that and getting the ball, inside to 
dominating post players. 

That won't be the case in 2007-08. 

LSU will feature an entirely new frontline and will look to taller, 
leaner post players and bigger, more offensive minded guards to get 
the job done this year. 

“The difference is, we've had (players ranging) from Stromile to 
Jabari to Jaime Lloreda, Brandon Bass, Glen Davis...real power guys 
around the basket,” Brady said. “This team is a little bit different. 
We've gone back to more of a five-man flowing offense. We've got 
different guys who can play off the post. We have big guards that 
we're going to try to take advantage of off the post.” 

In the past, LSU has locked opponents down with pulverizing 
defensive efforts, but has lulled fans to sleep on the offensive end of 
the floor. That's all about to change. 

“This team is going to be a team that's going to run up and down 
the floor a little bit and have different guys shooting the ball because 
I think that's one of our strengths, driving the ball to the goal and 
possibly getting fouled,” Brady said.‘A little different than running sets 
that go directly to the post and trying to score off the post.” 

While the Tigers lose their highest profile player in Davis, LSU 
returns a trio of important junior starters in guards Terry Martin and 
Garrett Temple and forward Tasmin Mitchell. 

Mitchell was the Tigers’ second-leading scorer a year ago 
averaging 14.5 points per game. The 6-7, 230-pound forward grabbed 
5.2 rebounds per contest while shooting 46 percent from the floor. 

Martin, who came on at mid-season last year after transferring 
from Texas Tech, started 16 games and scored 10.5 points per game. 
A 6-6, 200-pound shooting guard, Martin also averaged 2.8 rebounds 
per game and 38.8 percent from the three-point line. 

“T think the improvement of Terry Martin and Garrett Temple's 
experience and Tasmin Mitchell's experience, I think those guys will 
give us a good nucleus to work with,” Brady said. 
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The two players who have LSU fans buzzing are freshman big man 
Anthony Randolph and junior college transfer guard Marcus Thornton. 

Randolph, a Scout.com five-star prospect and the nation’s 
number six-rated power forward, is a 6-10, 210-pound post player 
from Dallas. Thornton, a product of Baton Rouge's Tara High School, 
is a 6-4, 200-pound guard who transferred to LSU as a junior from 
Kilgore Junior College. 

Brady said Randolph and Thornton are expected to contribute 
immediately, however, he doesn't want to oversell his new players 
before they get a chance to show their skills. 

“I get reluctant to talk about guys like that because I'd just rather 
them develop their own way by how they play and let people draw 
their own conclusions,” Brady said. “But certainly Anthony Randolph 
was a highly-recruited player, a Parade All-American, 6-10, long and 
can really run, jump, shoot it and with added strength and experience 
he'll be one of the premier players in this league.” 

Brady said Thornton showed his abilities when the team 
participated in a tournament over Labor Day weekend in Canada. 

“I think Marcus Thornton is going to be an explosive scorer for 
us," Brady said. “The first game in Canada he had 19 for us in the first 
half and wound up with 30 in his first appearance ever, playing with a 
new offense and a new set of tearmmates. I think as we coach him and 
we progress in our development as a team, I think those two players 
will really have an impact on both ends of the floor for us.” 

Beyond the projected starting five are a number of players who 
will contribute, including guard-forward Dameon Mason (6-6, 185, 
senior), guard Bo Spencer (6-1, 180, freshman), forward Garrett Green 
(6-10, 205, freshman), center Chris Johnson (6-11, 190, junior) and 
forward Quinton Thornton (6-8, 225, junior), 


6. MISSISSIPPI 
By Jeff Roberson The Ole Miss Spirit 

Andy Kennedy arrived at Ole Miss in the spring of 2006 to revive 
a sagging men’s basketball program that hadn't been to postseason 
play in four years. 

A 2006-07 Rebel team, which won most of its close games and 
finished 16-1 at home, shared the SEC West title with Mississippi State 
and followed that up with a home win in the NIT over Appalachian 
State and a loss at Clemson. 

After the 21-13 season, Kennedy was named SEC Coach-of-the- 
Year by the Associated Press. The Mississippi native, who came to Ole 
Miss after serving as interim head coach at Cincinnati following the 
firing of Bob Huggins, has three guards to replace if the Rebels are to 
return to postseason play this season. 

Gone are three seniors who led the way as the program rebounded 
from four straight losing seasons and set a single-game home attendance 
record of 9,452 against Alabama, a 75-69 Ole Miss win. 

Todd Abernethy, Bam Doyne, and Clarence Sanders were all keys 
to the Rebels’ championship season in 2006-07. Finding replacements 
for them won't be easy, and certainly there is a lack of experience at 
the guard spot for Ole Miss this season. 

Several players are vying for playing time on the perimeter. 
Senior Brian Smith, the 5-11 son of former Kentucky and current 
Minnesota head coach Tubby Smith, is the lone guard with 
experience, Others who will have to step in and step up include 5- 

11 freshman Chris Warren and 6-2 freshman Trevor Gaskins, along 
with 6-5 sophomore David Huertas, who sat out last season after 
transferring from Florida. 

The Rebels’ frontcourt should be the team's strength. Back are 
a trio of 6-8 veterans in Dwayne Curtis, Jermey Parnell, and Kenny 
Williams, all seniors who will lead on and off the court. Curtis and 
Parnell have been with the program for three years, and Williams made 
a significant impact after arriving last season from junior college. 

Kennedy and staff have eight new players on the roster. In 


addition to the three guards mentioned above, the Rebels have 
several talented newcomers who may contribute this season and 
will be the foundation for the program in the future, most notably 6-9 
Malcolm White, 6-5 Zach Graham, and 6-9 Kevin Cantinol. 

“There are some attributes that last year’s team possessed that 
I hope all our teams show,” Kennedy said. “That is a willingness to 
compete, and a team that plays extremely hard all the time. Although 
I thought at the beginning of the year we had to evolve into that, I 
thought at the end of the year our guys gave us all they had to give. I 
hope this year’s team takes on those same attributes, and we play with 
an edge and we play with some toughness.” 


SEC East 


1. TENNESSEE 
By Randy Moore Rocky Top News 

With eight of the top nine players back from a team that went 24- 
11 in 2006-07, the Tennessee Vols already had the meat and potatoes 
for a big year in 2007-08. The NCAA's decision to grant Iowa transfer 
Tyler Smith immediate eligibility was just gravy. 

Many basketball analysts are projecting the Big Orange as a 
Top 10 team for the season ahead, and that expectation certainly has 
merit. With only Dane Bradshaw missing from last season's playing 
rotation, the 2007-08 Vols return 91.8 per cent of their points, 86.1 per 
cent of their rebounds, 67.2 per cent of their assists, 83.3 per cent of 
their blocked shots and 78.9 per cent of their steals from last year. 

Bradshaw was the King of the Intangibles and will be missed. 
Still, he scored just 596 points in four years at Tennessee. His 
successor, Tyler Smith, scored nearly that many (461) as a freshman at 
Iowa last winter. 

Smith, who averaged 14.9 points and 4.9 rebounds per game 
for the 2006-07 Hawkeyes, could give the Vols the firepower and 
athleticism to make a serious run at the Final Four. The 6-7, 220- 
pounder can score inside or out and provides a long-armed, quick- 
footed defensive presence that is a perfect fit for Bruce Pearl's 
trademark full-court press. 

Ramar Smith is back for his second year as the starting point 
guard after making dramatic strides as a freshman year ago. Two 
seniors — All-America Chris Lofton and defensive dynamo JaJuan 
Smith — again man the wing positions. Lofton led the SEC in scoring 
last season and might be the finest three-point shooter in the college 
game. The perimeter reserves will be sophomore Josh Tabb, senior 
Jordan Howell and freshman Cameron Tatum. 

Because of the frantic pace it plays, Tennessee’s front line relies 
on mobility more so than mass. After sharing the post duties last winter, 
sophomores Wayne Chism (6-9, 240) and Duke Crews (6-7, 230) will be 
joined by incoming freshman Brian Williams (6-9, 270) this winter. 

Junior Ryan Childress (6-9, 240) has the tenacity to help on the 
block, along with surprising touch from three-point range. He will 
be a key reserve at the post and power forward positions. Steven 
Pearl, son of the coach, is a 6-5 redshirt freshman who will earn some 
playing time on savvy alone. 

In addition to Tyler Smith, Tennessee has another talented 
transfer joining the mix this season. Memphis native J.P. Prince (6-8, 
210) will be eligible in January after spending undistinguished time 
at Arizona. Prince can play every position except the post, so his 
versatility provides Pearl with a lot of flexibility. 

Bottom line: If the Vols can handle the hype, they have a chance 
to make 2007-08 something special. 


2. KENTUCKY 
By Stephen John Kentucky Sports Report 
Kentucky has entered into a new era. Despite being the only 
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coach in Wildcat history to win a national championship in his 
very first season, beleaguered Tubby Smith left the Bluegrass 
kingdom in a cloud of dust just days after completing his second 
consecutive season with double digit losses and another SEC 
middle of the pack finish. Shortly thereafter, Coach Billy Clyde 
Gillispie arrived in Lexington to fanfare fit for royalty. The King is 
dead. Long live the King. 

Gillispie is a coach with a reputation for a relentless work ethic 
and a track record for winning games and pulling in the top recruits 
— all qualities perceived to have been lacking in Kentucky basketball 
in recent years. And when the fans met their new coach, it was love at 
first sight. But only time will tell how long the romance lasts, or what 
will happen when the relationship meets its first bump in the road. 

The former Texas A&M coach will inherit a team that finished 
22-12 (9-7 SEC) last year. In most cases, a first-year coach taking over 
a team with 22 wins would be doing handstands and cartwheels. But 
this is Kentucky, and in the Bluegrass State, 22 wins means little unless 
there are SEC Championships and deep NCAA Tournament runs that 
go along with them. 

The bad news for Gillispie is that the Wildcats’ only productive 
big man, Randolph Morris, headed to the NBA, foregoing his senior 
season. Worse, the most productive returning big man, Perry 
Stevenson (2.9 points and 2.2 rebounds per game), is a 6-9 string 
bean who averaged just over five minutes per game in the last 11 
games of the season. All is not lost, however. In one of his first acts as 
head coach, Gillispie put the finishing touches on a McDonald's All- 
America power forward, landing 6-9 Patrick Patterson, who chose the 
Wildcats over Duke and Florida. 

Though Patterson will provide immediate help in the paint, the 
Wildcats will be looking to unproven veterans and untried freshmen 
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to support Patterson on the blocks. Sophomore Jared Carter (7-2) 
was hurt much of his first season and off season surgery makes his 
potential contributions questionable. Stevenson reported to new 


strength and conditioing coach Todd Forcier at an anemic 188 pounds. 


Freshman forward, A. J. Stewart (6-8) and Mike Williams (6-11) are raw 
and in need of development. 

The good news is that the Cats have a plethora of big, athletic 
and talented guards. Seniors Joe Crawford (leading returning scorer, 
14.0 points) and Ramel Bradley (13.4 points) anchor the backcourt 
and sophomore sensation Jodie Meeks (8.7 points) is a superstar in 
the making. Derrick Jasper (6-6) ran the point much of the year as a 
freshman and can play three positions for Kentucky. Highly-regarded 
freshman Alex Legion can shoot the lights out and will find his share 
of minutes behind that firepower. 

Gillispie has alluded that he will experiment with three or maybe 
even four-guard lineups and the Cats may have enough speed and 
athleticism to pull that off. While it remains to be seen how these small 
quick lineups will work against some of the beefy front lines in the league, 
the Cats should be Tennessee's primary challenger for the SEC East title. 


3.FLORIDA 
By David Stirt Fightin’ Gators 

Plenty has been written about what the Gators won't have when 
they start the 2007-08 season, So rather than repeat the laundry list 
of lost talent, let’s use some space to detail just what Florida does 
have as it begins its quest to win a second straight SEC regular- 
season title, fourth straight SEC Tournament title, and third straight 
NCAA Championship. 

The most important returnee for the Gators won't score any 
points or grab any rebounds. But Coach Billy Donovan will employ his 
exceptional coaching skills to mold a young set of talent into a highly- 
competitive squad. After all, wasn’t it just two years ago that four 
sophomores and a junior carried the Gators to their first national title 
after losing the supposedly irreplaceable triumvirate of David Lee, 
Matt Walsh and Anthony Roberson? 

This year's set of sophomores features 6-10 Marreese Speights, 
who figures to explode onto the national scene after showing 
repeated signs of brilliance in limited playing time last season. 

Just how good is Speights? According to no less an authority than 

No, 3 NBA draft pick Al Horford, Speights was the most dominating 
offensive force in the post during last year's Gator practice sessions 
and only the presence of outstanding sixth man Chris Richard, along 
with Horford and Joakim Noah, kept Speights from playing 10-15 per 
game as a freshman. Even so, Speights averaged 4.1 points and 2.6 
rebounds during an average of six minutes of playing time per game. 

Another key returnee who will complement Speights’ inside 
play is junior quard Walter Hodge, the elder statesman on a UF squad 
that will include five freshmen and three sophomores among the nine 
scholarship players. As the seventh man in Donovan’s rotation last 
season, Hodge provided strong play at both guard positions, regaining 
the explosive scoring ability he displayed in high school after 
struggling through his freshman season two years ago. Hodge's ability 
to hit three-pointers (50 percent shooting), yet also handle the point, 
will allow Donovan the flexibility to use freshman Nick Calathes, a two- 
time Florida Mr, Basketball, at both guard spots, rather than having to 
depend on the youngster to immediately step into the leadership role 
vacated by the loss of junior Taurean Green to the NBA. 

And while Calathes is only one part of a freshman class 
considered to be one of the nation’s best, it is the other returning 
sophomores who will be critical to Florida’s chances for a tenth straight 
NCAA tournament bid. Dan Werner (6-7) and Jonathan Mitchell (6-7) 
must step into prominent roles to complement Speights and Hodges 
in order to keep too many freshmen from having to play key roles 
too early in their rookie season. Donovan knows that a lineup loaded 
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with freshmen isn't a healthy situation in the rugged SEC, no matter 
how talented those freshmen may be. Calathes, high school tearmmate 
Chandler Parsons, Florida Mr. Basketball runnerup Adam Allen, Parade 
All-America guard Jai Lucas and Cincinnati leaper Alex Tyus may be 
teady to contribute in greater or lesser degrees as the season unfolds, 
but the four returnees will have to carry the bulk of the playing time for 
the Gators to minimize the rough patches of inconsistency that a lineup 
filled with freshmen can cause. 

In addition to going after a tenth straight NCAA tournament bid, 
the Gators will be trying for a tenth straight 20-plus win season. With 
a schedule loaded with lightweights in November and December, 
the Gators should reach the 20-win plateau without too much of a 
struggle. But it’s the SEC schedule that will determine Florida's ability 
to return for a try at a third straight national title. 

Nobody in their right mind would pick the Gators to go all the 
way again. But with a roster packed with exceptional young talent, 
the Gators will be the X factor in the SEC East division, Whether that 
X stands for 10 (or more) league wins will be determined by how 
quickly the youngsters grow up, and adapt to Donovan's system, 
during those 15 games before SEC play gets underway in January. 


4, GEORGIA 
By Dean Legge Dawg Post 

Dennis Felton's Georgia squad just missed getting into the NCAA 
Tournament last season. The late-season injury to Mike Mercer didn't 
help matters. Georgia lost three of its final four SEC contests, which 
cost them their bid, 

The pressure to win big hasn't been on Felton because he has 
successfully turned the program around. But he hasn't gotten the 
Dawgs to the NCAA Tournament yet. In truth, he’s only had two teams 
that had a shot at it — his first and last teams — so he does get a break 
there. But with four-year starter Sundiata Gaines and powerful Takais 
Brown returning for their final season in Athens, this might be the year 
Georgia cashes in. 

Gaines is one of the top returning guards in the conference. 

He's been the team leader for some time, and it's hard to imagine 

how this team would survive without him. The Dawgs had to survive 
without Mercer, who was averaging 14 points a game when he got hurt, 
last season, and it was difficult. Mercer's return to the lineup, totally 
recovered or not, gives the Dawgs athleticism they don't have elsewhere 
on the roster. Replacing Levi Stukes' shooting ability won't be easy, but 
Billy Humphrey will likely be the one to try to take that on. If Humphrey 
can be steady from the three-point arc, Georgia will be fine. 

Brown is the type of athlete Georgia missed during the difficult 
middle stretch of the Felton years. Brown can fight with the best of the big 
men in the SEC and is skilled enough to take over a game. His frontcourt 
mate, however, still seems to be in question. Dave Bliss returns for his 
final season in Athens, but has been slowed by nagging injuries. He can 
only play a few minutes at a time — still, he’s been a fighter for years. 
Terrence Woodberry will get some looks inside, too, as will 7-0 center 
Rashaad Singleton. The Dawgs would do well to have Singleton step up 
and become a presence in the middle, something that hasn't happened 
in his career. Talented youngster Jeremy Price could factor in the Dawgs’ 
interior, but the true freshman is an unknown commodity. 

Five freshmen, including Price, could make an impact this 
winter. Chris Barnes picked the Dawgs over Kentucky and could be a 
difference maker. Price has the size to play now. Forward Jeremy Jacob 
has prep school experience, and guard Troy Brewer has good size, 

For the first time in a long time the Dawgs have depth, which has 
been a real hurdle over the last couple of seasons, If Georgia can get 
10 wins before entering conference play they stand a good shot at 
making the NCAA Tournament for the first time since the Jim Harrick 
era, Losing more than two of four games against Wake Forest, Gonzaga, 
Wisconsin and Georgia Tech could spell doom for the Dawgs. 


5. VANDERBILT 
By Sam Sabulis VandyMania.com 

When Georgetown's Jeff Green banked home a buzzer beater 
to send Vanderbilt home from last year’s Sweet 16, insiders and 
outsiders alike thought they were watching the end of a magical 
Commodore run. SEC Player-of-the-Year Derrick Byars was moving 
on to the NBA, and with him went his team-high 17 points and four 
assists per game. 

Six months later, and Byars is still gone, along with the 
sharpshooting and leadership of Dan Cage (older brother of Bama's 
Greg Cage) and the interior defense of Ted Skuchas. The cupboard is 
hardly bare in Nashville, though. 

Coach Kevin Stallings and staff brought in a formidable 
recruiting class, highlighted by 6-11 Australian Andrew Ogilvy. Add 
the new kids to a talented core led by All-SEC candidate Shan Foster, 
and the Commodore faithful have reason to believe in a return trip to 
the Big Dance. 

Foster, a 6-6 swingman, enters his senior season as Vanderbilt's 
leading returning scorer. Always one of the SEC's most dangerous 
perimeter shooters, Foster has the opportunity to increase last year's 
average of 15.6 points per game by rounding out his offensive game. 
Vanderbilt's shooters, Foster included, found more open looks last 
season because of the playmaking of Derrick Byars. This year, Foster 
must take on a similar role if the Commodores are to remain near the 
top of the conference in scoring. 

The Vanderbilt attack starts with a pair of competent point 
guards. Both senior Alex Gordon and sophomore Jermaine Beal will 
likely begin the year as starters, giving the Commodores a backcourt 
capable of limiting turnovers in transition and creating for teammates. 
Along with Foster, Gordon will stretch opposing defenses with his 
three-point shooting, while Beal is more of a penetrating guard. 

Hyper-athletic sophomore George Drake gives Vanderbilt a 
sparkplug off the bench. He and 6-8 freshman Andre Walker will 
battle for minutes at shooting guard. Freshmen Keegan Bell, a pure 
point guard with a sure shooting touch, and Charles Hinkle, another 
dangerous three-point shooter, provide backcourt depth. 

The frontcourt has been an area of concern for the Commodores 
in recent years, but the strong play of senior Ross Neltner and the 
addition of Ogilvy have assuaged the fears of the Vanderbilt faithful. 
Neltner gave the Vandy a tough presence on the glass that they sorely 
lacked, and he also proved to be a competent scorer, even hitting 
some clutch three-pointers last season. 

Ogilvy has drawn comparisons to fellow countryman Andrew 
Bogut. He showed his skills last summer on the FIBA circuit and 
excelled in international competition. Vandy hopes the freshman can 
translate his strong performances into SEC success. 

Bolstering the frontcourt are senior Alan Metcalfe, who has 
shown flashes in his career and looks to put it all together for his final 
campaign, and Darshawn McClellan, a bulky freshman who will play 
substantial minutes at power forward. 

Ultimately, Vanderbilt's season rides on the capable shoulders 
of its star, Shan Foster. If he can make the same steps Byars did last 
season, rounding out his game and taking on more of a leadership 
role, the Commodores have enough firepower around him to make 
another run at the NCAA Tournament. 


6. SOUTH CAROLINA 
By Duane Everett GamecockAnthem.com 

With South Carolina trying to rebound from a dismal 14-16 
season that included a 4-12 SEC record, this year's team will look to 
a regime of newcomers to turn things around. South Carolina will 
feature sophomore point guard Devan Downey, a Cincinnati transfer, 
who will replace Tre’ Kelly with the hope of creating an up tempo 
transition attack. Downey averaged 12.3 points and 4.1 assists per 


game at Cincinnati before transferring to USC last season. Downey’s 
ability to push the basketball and get into the paint should generate 
scoring opportunities for him and his teammates. 

Another new face for the Gamecocks will be junior shooting 
guard Zam Fredrick, a transfer from Georgia Tech who averaged 
10.6 points as a sophomore. Fredrick comes from a strong 
winning tradition in South Carolina, where he played in four state 
championship games in his high school years while playing for his 
father Zam Fredrick, Sr.,an NCAA scoring champion his senior year 
when he played for South Carolina. 

With Brandon Wallace graduating to the Boston Celtics, South 
Carolina needed a long post player to fill the middle and provide 
solid board play. The addition of Sam Muldrow, a 6-10 freshman 
forward-center, has added a solid fundamental post game suited for 
an up tempo Gamecock offense. 

Mike Holmes, a 6-7 athletic freshman forward who was heavily 
recruited nationally, is projected as a power forward, allowing 6-7 
redshirt sophomore Dominique Archie to move to the swing position. 

Sophomore guard Brandis Raley-Ross (6-2) and senior guard 
Dwayne Day (6-5) return along with sophomore forward Chad Gray 
(6-7). Freshman Austin Steed (6-8) could earn playing time and 6-10 
Mitchell Carter should provide relief at the post position. Rounding 
out the roster will be Navy transfer Branden Conrad, a 6-2 guard, and 
6-3 freshman Trevor Deloach. 

South Carolina should employ an up tempo offense in an attempt 
to exploit the speed and athleticism of the newcomers while keeping 
constant pressure on opposing defenses. a 


TIDE RANKS HIGH 


ne of the best known facts of Southeastern Conference 

men's basketball is that Kentucky has dominated the 
SEC even more convincingly than has Alabama dominated the 
conference in football. Only in recent years, though, have all 
conference teams taken basketball seriously—and likely still not 
as seriously as does Kentucky. 

For years the head basketball coach at many SEC schools was 
an assistant football coach. A favorite SEC basketball story is Ole Miss 
announcing in 1968 that Eddie Crawford had been “promoted” from head 
basketball coach to head coach of the Rebels’ freshman football team. 

Alabama has had its ups and downs in SEC play, but for the 
most part the Crimson Tide has been competitive. 

Bama ranks second to the Wildcats in all-time SEC winning 
percentage. To be sure, it is a distant second. 

In 74 years of SEC play, Kentucky ranks first with 841 wins and 
231 losses, a winning percentage of 78.5. Alabama is second with a 
record of 691-510 (57.5 per cent), followed by Arkansas (which has 
been in the SEC only 16 years) at 140-112, 55.6 per cent. 

Kentucky has won 43 championships with LSU having had nine, 
Tennessee eight, Alabama seven, and Mississippi State six. 

In SEC Tournament competition, the Wildcats are again number 
one with a record of 110-20, 84.6 per cent. Alabama is second with 
a 55-41 mark, 57.3 per cent. Kentucky has won 25 tournament 
championships, followed by Bama with six, Tennessee four, and 
Florida three. 

Alabama has a winning record against nine SEC opponents. 
The Tide has a losing record against Kentucky (35-96) and against 
Arkansas (20-24). In other match-ups, Alabama is 83-52 against 
Auburn, 72-54 against Florida, 87-45 against Georgia, 94-64 against 
LSU, 112-48 against Ole Miss, 110-67 against Mississippi State, 19- 
10 against South Carolina (also in the league only 16 years), 71-62 
against Tennessee, and 64-61 against Vanderbilt. 

Ole Miss is the only SEC member never to have won an SEC 
regular season championship and South Carolina is the only team 
never to have won the title in the SEC Tournament. a 
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BASKETBALL BY KIRK McNAIR 


Facing Adversity 


Gottfried has high hopes despite problems 


nce upon a time the idea of a three-guard line-up 

was radical in college basketball. In 2007-08 the 
Alabama men’s basketball line-up might include four guards. 
Unfortunately for Crimson Tide Coach Mark Gottfried, one of 
those guards will not be Ronald Steele. 


While some may be projecting how good Alabama’s men’s 
basketball team is going to be in 2008-09, Gottfried and his team 
are not in the camp that is writing off the upcoming season. 

True, the absence of Steele, who had All-America 
potential before the injury that crippled his junior season, is a 
major void. Steele elected to sit out this season and return for 
his final campaign next year. 

If there is a good news aspect of Steele sitting out as he 
recovers from off-season knee surgeries, it is that Alabama 
knows the situation. One reason the Tide slipped to a record 
of 20-12 last year (7-9 in Southeastern Conference play) is that 
Steele’s status was up in the air game-to-game—indeed, day- 
to-day. It was never known if he would be available to play or 
even to practice. 

Now Gottfried knows. Steele won't be there and a new 
man will run the Crimson Tide attack. 

Settling the Steele situation is far from the only plus 
for Alabama this season. Bama has two bona fide all-star 
candidates in post player Richard Hendrix and small forward 
Alonzo Gee. Both were selected to try out for the United States 
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Richard Hendrix led Alabama in 
scoring and rebounding as sophomore 


University of Alabama 


team for the summer Pan-American Games. Though neither 
was selected for the team (which included Gottfried as an 
assistant coach), it is no small achievement to be in the mix 
for a national team. 

Alabama also returns experienced wing guards in 
senior Mykal Riley, junior Brandon Hollinger, and sophomore 
Justin Tubbs, along with talented newcomer freshman 
Senario Hillman. 

If Alabama is going to play with two post players, which 
has been the Crimson Tide style for many decades, Hendrix 
will be joined by one of three performers: 6-9, 230-pound 
sophomore Yamene Coleman; 6-7, 225-pound sophomore 
Demetrius Jemison; or 6-9, 240-pound freshman Justin Knox. 

The other inside starter from last season, Jermareo 
Davidson, is now playing for Charlotte of the NBA. 

Gottfried points out that Gee is the only true small 
forward based on body type. 

Because of the loss of Steele for this season, most of the 
attention is on point guard. That’s also because it is such an 
important position. 

Gottfried said, “One way to play is to take a point guard 
and a post player and then take the three best remaining 
players regardless of their positions.” 

It is a two-man race for the point. Mikhail Torrance, a 6- 
4 sophomore who played in 21 games last year, has shown 


flashes of excellence. He is adroit with either his left or right 
hand. Rico Pickett, a 6-4 freshman from Decatur, was an all- 
state performer and record-setting scorer as a prep senior. 

“Those guys are both doing a great job in trying to learn 
and it’s our responsibility to coach them up.” 

Although Hollinger has stepped in at the point in the past, 
he is not a natural point guard and will work at the wing. His 
presence in the line-up “gives us another guy who can bring 
the ball up court,” Gottfried pointed out. 

Getting the ball to the post has long been an Alabama 
basketball style. Last year Bama got it to Hendrix enough for 
him to average a team-leading 14.6 points per game. He also 
contributed 8.7 rebounds per game. 

Alabama had one advantage over many college teams 
this year. Although all teams must wait until mid-October to 
begin team practice, the Crimson Tide played in a special 
Labor Day tournament in Ottawa, Canada. Because the 
tournament was after the start of fall classes at The University, 
incoming freshmen were allowed to participate. Bama also got 
10 days of practice preparation for that tournament. 

Gottfried said, “We learned a lot about our team on this 
trip to Canada. We had 10 practices and four games. I think 
just from a preparation standpoint, that’s been good in that 
it’s given us some things that we want to attack right away 
in practice. We know where we feel like we 
weren't as good in some areas as we'd like. 
And there are areas where we felt like we 
were a little ahead. That trip was good for us 
because it gave us a head start on knowing i area 
where we need to place emphasis.” * 

Gottfried wouldn't be a coach if he didn't 
have concerns. “We've got a long way to go,” 
he said. “I’ve got a lot of concerns in regard 
to how good we can be. ! think a lot of things 
would have to happen right for us to have a 
really good season, one of those being no 
more injuries and keeping everybody healthy. 
Without Ron Steele in there you don’t feel like 
you can afford another player not to play. So 
that’s going to make it difficult. 

“But this is my 10th year at Alabama, and 
I’m excited about what we've done and I’m 
anxious to rectify some things from last year 
and hopefully be a lot better than we were last 
year in January and February.” 

Gottfried said Alabama was a good team 
early last year, “but then we had some obstacles 
and we didn’t do a very good job of doing what 


it takes to overcome them. I think everyone in 
our program is determined to do better.” 
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He said that he thinks strengths will be the overall play 
of a better-conditioned Richard Hendrix, the effort of Alonzo 
Gee, the shooting of Mykal Riley, ‘‘and we learned we have 
some depth, particularly on the perimeter.” 

Once Bama settles on a point guard to go with Hendrix in 
the post, it is interesting to conjecture regarding the Crimson 
Tide line-up. 

Gee would seem to be certain. Last year he averaged 
12.6 points and 5.3 rebounds per game. He and Hendrix were 
the only Tide players to start all 32 games for Bama last year. 

Gottfried said that Gee made tremendous improvement 
between his freshman and sophomore seasons and the coach 
would like that improvement to continue this year. 

The coach also said that is possible that Bama would put 
Gee on an inside player, essentially a four-guard line-up. “He’s 
big and strong enough that he could handle that on occasion, 
and he’d give them (opponents) problems defending him,” 
Gottfried said. 

If Bama goes with two post players, the edge in 
experience would go to Jemison, although he is considered 
undersized for a post position at 6-7 and 225. Last year 
he played in all 32 games and averaged 2.9 points and 
3.3 rebounds as a back-up. Gottfried said, “Demetrius 
is undersized, but he gives us some things, too.” He said 
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the playing time for Jemison would depend on “if he can 
defend, if he can rebound, if he can set screens, and if he 
can pass.” 

Coleman played less last year, but is considered to have 
a big upside. “I’m looking for him to step forward,” Gottfried 
said. “He’s done a good job in the weight room and he’s 
getting quicker and more agile.” 

Although Knox is a true freshman, he has impressed 
Gottfried, particularly by his play in Canada. “I like his future 
here,” the coach said. “I think he’s going to be good.” 

There is almost an embarrassment of riches at the wing 
guard headed by Riley, who averaged 12.6 points and 4.6 
rebounds last year. He was a junior college transfer, and often 
men in their second year of SEC play as seniors make great 
improvement. Hollinger doesn’t have glittering statistics, 
averaging just 4.9 points per game, but he was often playing 
point guard, where scoring is not the issue. 

Justin Tubbs was something of a crowd favorite in his 
limited playing time last year. That’s partly because he had a 
great start to his college career in a game against Alabama 
State. He connected on all five of his shots, including three 
three-pointers. Against Arkansas he had four steals. 

Freshman Senario Hillman was one of the big stories of 
the Canada series. On the first day Bama played two games 
and Hillman had 30 points in the first game, 20 in the second. 
“He's an exciting player,” Gottfried said. ‘He led us in steals 
and in deflections in Canada. He’s going to put pressure on 
guys for playing time.” 

Gottfried said he'd like the Tide to run more this year. He 
pointed out that last season that Steele was injured, Torrance 
was new to college basketball, and Hollinger “isn’t really a 
penetrating-type guard.” 

“We didn't get many open floor scores last year,” 
Gottfried said. “We were always going against a set defense, 
which is hard.” 

But in order to run, Alabama will have to play good 
defense and rebound well. “You can’t run off made baskets,” 
he said. “We weren't a good defensive team last year.” 

When practice started, Gottfried said, ‘“We’re a long way 
from settling on a line-up. We'll have to learn a lot more about 
each particular player and the combinations. There are a lot 
of possible combinations.” 

It is the practice of many teams to settle on a rotation of 
seven or eight players. Gottfried said, “I don’t know if there is 
a magic number. Every team has to find its groove, its rhythm. 
I think more important is every guy knowing what his role is. 
I don't like to play a guy 25 minutes in one game and then 
come back and play him five minutes in the next game. He 
can’t get comfortable.” 

Gottfried said there is one thing he might have done 


differently if he had known he was not going to have Steele 
this year. “I might not have made our non-conference 
schedule so tough,” he said. Gottfried, though, has made it a 
practice to schedule his so-called easy games against teams 
that are expected to be among the best in their leagues. 

He said this year everyone will be looking at games such 
as the one against Georgetown in Birmingham on December 
29 or the road trip to Texas A&M on November 28 or the 
games in the Las Vegas Classic. Bama will also play George 
Washington on December 29 and Clemson on January 1. But, 
Gottfried said, there are also tough games against the likes of 
Troy and Mercer and Southern Miss. 

“We've got to grow up fast, get these guys ready to play 
quickly,” he said. 

Gottfried points to bad SEC schedule luck. Against a 
league that is again expected to be among the nation’s best, 
“of our final nine games, six are on the road. That doesn’t 
happen often.” 

He said he wants expectations at Alabama to be high. “If 
they are low, things aren’t going very well,” he said. Gottfried’s 
are high. 

“TI want to be coaching Alabama in the Final Four,” he 
said. And he didn’t say “Wait until next year.” a 
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BASKETBALL BY COREY HOODJER 


Putting It 
Together 


Third-year coach 
assembling SEC-level talent 


oming into the 2007- 

08 women’s basketball 
season, her third at The 
Capstone, Alabama Coach 
Stephany Smith has much to 
be optimistic about as her 
team prepares to improve 
upon its double-digit win total 
from a year ago. 

Competing in a league 
that had two Final Four teams 
and three Elite Eight qualifiers 
a year ago, Smith has begun to 
assemble the talent she needs 
to play against (and on par 
with) the nation’s best. Last 
season, with a roster full of Unwversity of Alabama 
freshmen, the Tide showed flashes of being able to do just that. 

In the non-conference slate, Alabama put together an eight- 
game home win streak, its best since 1997, and beat a pair of 
NCAA Tournament teams (Tennessee-Chattanooga and Belmont) 
en route to 10 wins in the early part of the season. Unfortunately, 
Alabama was never able to win a Southeastern Conference 
game and finished with just those 10 wins. It is Smith’s belief 
that the group of freshmen who did most of the playing for Bama 
gained valuable learning experience that will pay off in their 
sophomore seasons. 

The most experienced of the group could be sophomore 
forward Talisha Chandler. Chandler showed signs of becoming a 
potent force in the middle for the Tide during her initial season of 
intercollegiate competition. 

Chandler appeared in all 30 games for the Tide, leading the 
team in rebounding and finishing second in steals and third in 
scoring. She posted four double-doubles and had seven games in 
double figures on the boards for her team. In her first-ever SEC 
game at eventual national champion Tennessee, she scored 14 
points, a career high, and later equaled that mark against Final 
Four-participant LSU. 

Her teammate in the backcourt, guard Nikki Davis, also 
showed definite signs of progress in her freshman campaign. 
Davis managed to dish out nearly 100 assists on the season, 
finishing with a total of 94. She also recorded 48 steals, third best 
on the team, and pulled down nearly four rebounds per game 
from her point guard slot. 

Tamara Williams, another freshman who saw extensive action 
as a rookie, was also impressive at her forward position. A great 
athlete who starred in track and field as a prepster, Williams 
started the final 19 games for the Tide, including each of the 
team's 14 league games. She will be called on this season to play 
both the guard and forward positions. 

Courtney Strauthers, another sophomore, provided depth 
down low for the Tide all season long and returns for her second 
season in an Alabama uniform. Strauthers played in 29 games, 
starting in eight. 

Alyson Butler and Dedrea Magee, both freshmen, logged 
significant minutes in the Tide backcourt. Butler, a sharp-shooting 
guard, returns for her sophomore season. 

Magee started seven games toward the end of the season 
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and each of her last five. She certainly came on strong, logging 
career highs in points in two of her team’s last five games while 
scoring nearly triple her average from the first 25 games in those 
final five outings. 

In all, the Tide sophomore class has certainly gained 
experience. As a class, the group averaged 131 minutes per game 
out of a possible 200 total. That number dwarfed any other league 
team’s totals, giving Alabama a group of players who, though just 
sophomores, were put to the test as much as any group of veterans. 

In addition to that leadership, Alabama will look to veteran 
guard Camilla Blands (junior) and forward Nathalie Reshard 
(senior) to provide depth. Blands played in 28 games as a 
freshman, while Reshard started the first nine games of the season 
and played all 30 last year. Both will provide leadership and 
maturity to the young Tide roster. 

The big loss from last yeer’s team is Navonda Moore, who 
earned a spot on the roster of the Minnesota Lynx of the WNBA 
this summer. 

Joining the group of sophomores and upper class leaders is 
yet another outstanding recruiting class brought in by Smith. Five 
newcomers will join the Tide this season, each with an impressive 
resume as high school stars. 

Heading the class, and perhaps the most accomplished of the 
five on paper is forward Caitlin Hollifield. A star for Powell High 
in Knoxville, Tennessee, is a two time all-state performer who 
led her team to three Tennessee state tournament appearances. 
Ranked among the nation’s top prospects last year, Hollifield is 
one of two signees from the state of Tennessee. 

The other Tennesseean is Tierney Jenkins of Mount Juliet, a 
forward from Wilson Central High who led her team to a state title 
in 2006 along with a pair of quarterfinal appearances in 2004 and 
2005. Jenkins earned all-state accolades twice and was the state 
tournament championship game MVP as a senior. 


NEED ONE TICKET 


In addition to the two Tennessee stars, the Tide inked two 
players from the state of Florida. 

Heading the list is Varisia Raffington, a guard from 
Tallahassee who comes to Bama after a highly successful prep 
career. Raffington, who starred for Florida High School, comes 
after winning consecutive Florida Class 3A state titles, seasons in 
which she earned state tournament championship MVP honors, 
posting double-doubles in both of her team's title game victories. 

Daleisha Carn is the second Tide player to hail from the 
Sunshine state in the class of 2007. Carn, from Jacksonville, was 
listed as a four-star recruit by HoopGurlz.com as a senior, when 
she earned second team all-state honors and was named First 
Coast Player of the Year by the Jacksonville Times-Union. 

Helping Smith mold this talented group of youngsters is 
a coaching staff that was bolstered in the off season with the 
addition of two experienced coaches. They bring with them a 
strong background with Smith, with several having worked with 
the third-year coach in previous stints in their careers. 

Ty Evans, a former assistant at Georgetown and St. Louis 
who brings professional playing and coaching experience with 
him to Alabama, was hired by Smith in April. Smith had originally 
planned to bring the charismatic Evans to Tuscaloosa in the 
spring of 2006, but had to wait a season to do so. 

Valecia Tedder, who starred at UAB when Smith was an 
assistant coach with the Blazers in the mid-1990s, also joins 
the staff as the team's director of operations. Tedder spent her 
last five seasons as head coach at Francis Marion University, a 
Division II school in South Carolina. She knows Smith well, having 
played for her as a collegian and having coached under Smith 
during her successful run at Middle Tennessee State. 

Keisha McClinic, a defensive standout for Smith during her 
playing days at Middle Tennessee, comes to the staff as the team’s 
graduate assistant. McClinic brings valuable insight with her 
years of experience with Smith both on and off 
the court. 

The team’s other graduate assistant, who 
works as the team's video coordinator, is a 
familiar face to the program, as former UA 
guard Leah Drury stays with the team following 
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her playing career in Tuscaloosa. 

Melanie Walls and Lisa Wilson are back for 
their third seasons as assistant coaches. 

Alongside the talent and experience on 
the court, Smith's staff should go far toward 
developing the talent on and off the floor at 
The Capstone. 

Clearly, the Crimson Tide women's 
basketball program is headed in the right 
direction. With another influx of high school 
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talent to join a now seasoned group of 
returnees, the Tide prepares to face another 
daunting schedule in the SEC. 

With its youthful optimism and rejuvenated 
talent, however, season three in the Stephany 
Smith era should demonstrate another step 
in the process toward rebuilding the Crimson 
Tide program into the national power it was in 
the mid-1990s. a 


2007-08 Alabama Basketball Rosters 


CRIMSON TIDE MEN’S ROSTER 


No Name Pos Hgt Wot Cl Exp Hometown (Previous School) 
Mykal Riley F 6-6 185 Sr 1L Pine Bluff, Ark. (Panola JC) 

2 Mikhail Torrance PG 6-4 185 So 1L Eight Mile (Mary Montgomery) 

3 Justin Tubbs G 6-2 175 So IL Trussville 

4 Brandon Hollinger G §-11 170 Jr 2L Mobile (LeFlore) 

ll Rico Pickett PG 6-4 175 Fr HS Decatur 

12 Alonzo Gee 13 6-6 215 Jr 2L Riviera Beach, Fla. (Dwyer) 

14 Kyle Sellers G 6-0 160 Sr 1L Tuscaloosa (Tuscaloosa County) 

20 Greg Cage 258 6-5 200 So 1L Indianapolis, Ind. (Bishop Chatard) 

21 Senario Hillman G 6-2 175 Fr HS Irwinton, Ga. (Wilkinson County) 

22 Ronald Steele PG 6-3 185 Sr 3L Birmingham (John Carroll) 

23 Demetrius Jemison F 6-7 225 So 1L Birmingham (Huffman) 

34 Yamene Coleman Cc 6-9 230 So 1L Boykin (Wilcox Central) 

35 Richard Hendrix Fr 6-8 265 Jr 2L Athens 

40 Justin Knox He 6-9 220 Fr HS Tuscaloosa (Central) 

44 John Dill F 6-8 250 Sr 1L Florence (Sewanee) 


Head Coach: Mark Gottfried (Alabama, 1987, 10th season at UofA) 

Assistants: Philip Pearson (Alabama, 1993, 10th season), James Holland (South Carolina-Spartanburg, 1986, gnd season), Kobie 
Baker (Talladega, 1998, 1$t season) 

Director of Basketball Operations: Jeff Dunlap (UCLA, 1996) 

Trainer: John Morr (Eastern Illinois, 1986) 

Strength and Conditioning Coach: Terry Jones (Alabama, 1978) 


CRIMSON TIDE WOMEN’S ROSTER 


No Name Pos Hgt Cl Hometown (Previous School) 

2 Dedrea Magee G 5-7 So Picayune, Miss. 

3 Alyson Butler G 5-10 So Cleveland, Tenn. (Walker Valley) 

5 Caitlin Hollifield F 6-1 Fr Knoxville, Tenn. (Powell) 

15 Camilla Blands G 5-11 Jr Naerum, Denmark (Falkonergaarden) 
20 Varisia Raffington G 5-11 Fr Tallahassee, Fla. (Florida) 

21 Tierney Jenkins F 6-0 Fr Mt. Juliet, Tenn. (Wilson Central) 

22 Courtney Strauthers F/C 6-4 So Snellville, Ga. (Shiloh) 

24 Nathalie Reshard Cc 6-0 Sr Niceville, Fla. (Okaloosa-Walton CC) 
31 Katie Hancock G/F 5-11 Fr Tupelo, Miss. 

32 Tamara Williams G 6-0 So Alabaster (Thompson) 

33 Daleisha Carn G 6-0 1 Jacksonville, Fla. (Englewood) 

40 Talisha Chandler Cc 6-2 So Greenwood, S.C. (Clover) 


Head Coach: Stephany Smith (Harding, 1988, 31d season at UofA) 

Assistants: Melanie Walls (Georgia State, 1994, grd season), Lisa Wilson (Central Florida, 1994, gra season), Ty Evans 
(Wisconsin-Whitewater, 1995, 18t season) 

Director of Basketball Operations: Valecia Tedder (UAB, 1995) 

Trainer: Jeremy Dobbs 

Strength and Conditioning Coach: Michelle Martin Diltz 
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Right-Hand Man 


Philip Pearson has been with Gottfried since the beginning 


hilip Pearson didn't 
P want to be the big fish 
in the small pond, As a player 
and a coach he has taken on 
challenges. This year he is 
beginning his 10'" season 
as an assistant Alabama 
basketball coach. Not many 
expect him to be a Bama 
assistant many more years. 
Alabama Coach Mark 
Gottfried has had Pearson as 
an assistant for 13 years, going 
back to his Murray State days. 
Gottfried has a record of 
having assistants go on to successful head coaching jobs, and it 


Philip Pearson 


Unevernty of Alabara 


would be no surprise for Pearson to join that group soon. 

“Philip Pearson has been phenomenal,” Gottfried said. ‘He 
is known as a recruiter, and he’s an excellent recruiter, but he is 
under-valued in how he is perceived in scouting and coaching. 

I understand that when we had Tom Asbury as an assistant 
that everyone assumes the white-haired guy is the one doing the 
coaching. But Philip was coaching, too, and he has been very, very 
good. And I have leaned on him for scouting going as far back as 
I can remember.” 

It's understandable that Pearson would be known as a 
recruiter. That goes with the territory when you land players like 
Mo Williams, Ronald Steele and Richard Hendrix. 

Pearson, a native of Montgomery, was a role player for 
the Crimson Tide. He was on Crimson Tide teams under Wimp 
Sanderson for three years, then finished out his career with two 
seasons under David Hobbs. 

“I didn’t expect to be All-Southeastern Conference,” Pearson 
said. He said that he grew up in Montgomery with parents who were 
Huntingdon College alumni and fans and that there was “a little bit 
of Alabama and a little bit of Auburn” in his family connections. 

He decided on Alabama because Sanderson challenged 
him. “I could have gone to a junior college or a small college and 
played a lot more,” he said. “Coach Sanderson talked about being 
as good as you can be.” 

Pearson was known as a hard-working player, particularly 
tough on defense. He may not have been a star, but he learned 
how to recognize them, His Alabama teammates over the years 
included 10 men who would play in the NBA, including Robert 
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Horry, Antonio McDyess and Latrell Sprewell. 

Just as Pearson was finishing his college playing, Sanderson 
was back in coaching at Arkansas-Little Rock. Sanderson offered 
Pearson a job as graduate assistant. “It wasn’t as good as it is now,” 
Pearson said. “I left my girlfriend—my wife now-here and went to 
Little Rock for $200 a month. My rent was $162.50. I had all the dirty 
work-tape exchange, checking curfews, that sort of thing. 

“Coach Sanderson had his son, Barry, on the staff and he 
kept two assistants from the previous staff. And there was me, But 
when we got in staff meetings and were going over the drills and 
things, I was the one who knew them.” 

In 1995 UCLA won the national championship and an 
assistant coach on that team, Gottfried, got the head job at Murray 
State in Kentucky. Pearson joined Gottfried as an administrative 
assistant in 1996. He was later named director of basketball 
operations, then assistant coach. 

At the end of the 1998 season, Gottfried and Pearson came 
to Tuscaloosa. 

“It has been a lot of fun to be at a place where you want to be 
and where you love,” Pearson said, 

Pearson said recruiting to Alabama is a “team effort,” and 
that “The University of Alabama has great appeal” to prospects. 
“It’s never as easy as you want it to be, but it is an easy sell.” He 
said recruiting has high priority under Gottfried. 

On the floor, Pearson works with the perimeter players, as 
does Kobie Baker, and James Holland works with the post players. 

And he said, “I take a lot of pride in my work in scouting. If 
I'm not out recruiting, at night I'm probably watching tape.” 

Pearson said that if the right situation came along, he would 
be interested in being a head coach. “I'd like to have the chance,” 
he said. ‘Everyone who gets in this business probably does. 
Hopefully, we'll have enough success here to get that opportunity. 
But I like it here.” a 


MOVING UP 

Former Mark Gottfried assistant coaches who have become 

head coaches, including four former Bama assistants: 

* Tevester Anderson, who was his assistant at Murray State, 
was head coach at Murray State following Gottfried and is 
now head coach at Jackson State 

* Orlando Early is head coach at Louisiana Monroe 

+ Johnny Jones is head coach at North Texas 

* Eugene Harris is head coach at Florida A&M 

* Tom Kelsey is head coach at Belhaven 
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HISTORY BY ERIK STINNETT 


Where Are They Now? 


Nothing uneventful about Newton’s life journey 


C Newton is one of those guys you'd love to just 
a @ sit out on the back porch with on some lazy 
summer evening. Katydids chirping away. Iced tea in hand. 
Newton's story-telling falling on your ears. 

The 77-year-old former coach, administrator and athletics 
director, now retired and living with his second wife, Nancy, in 
Tuscaloosa, has led a Forrest Gump-type life. He’s been a part 
of history, seen some history, helped make some history and 
has rubbed elbows with some of the giants of history. Maybe 
the only thing Gump has on him is ping-pong, but Newton 
could counter back with his golf game. Newton played for 
Adolph Rupp. Worked under Coach Paul W, Bryant. Beat Pistol 
Pete Maravich’s teams. Chaired the committee that selected 
the 1992 Olympic Dream Team in Barcelona, Spain. Hired 
Rick Pitino. Hired Tubby Smith. And now he has the ear of 
Southeastern Conference commissioner Mike Slive. 

But there’s one thing in particular all Alabama fans should 
know about Newton. And it’s something they can be reminded 
of every time they watch D.J. Hall catch a touchdown pass or 
Alonzo Gee soar for a slam dunk or Morgan Dennis earn a 
score of 9.9 on the floor exercise. 

Newton was the coach who integrated University of 
Alabama sports. 

While many Alabama fans remember Wilburn Jackson 
and John Mitchell as the first black Crimson Tide football 
players, they weren't the Tide's first African-Americans to be 
awarded athletics scholarships to The University of Alabama. 

Basketball player Wendell Hudson was the first, and the 
man who brought him to Alabama was Newton, Alabama's 
head basketball coach at the time. 

The key in the whole integration process, Newton said, 
was Hudson and how he fared at Alabama. 

“Had Hudson had a bad experience I don’t know that 
John Mitchell would have come here or Wilbur Jackson or Ray 
Odoms or the guys who followed,” Newton said. “As a matter of 
fact, Wendell helped recruit John Mitchell and Wilbur Jackson,” 

Newton could have cared less about skin color when he 
recruited. What he did care about was character. 

“What I tried to do was weed out the discipline problems 
in the recruiting process,” Newton said. ‘‘I just didn’t want to 
recruit bad people, no matter how good they were as players. 
So we recruited really good players who were good people. I 
like to think we were a disciplined program, but I think much 
of it was self-discipline.” 

Newton's goal was to build a program and build it the 
right way and build it into something it had never been 
before. Unlike Alabama football, Alabama basketball had 
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never enjoyed sustained national success, but with the Tide 
just beginning play in a new arena—15,000-seat Memorial 
Coliseum, which would later be renamed Coleman Coliseum— 
Athletics Director Bryant was determined to put a winner on 
the court that would draw fans. Alabama had been playing 
basketball in 2,500-seat Foster Auditorium. 

Alabama basketball fans at the time expected a big-name 
hire to go along with Alabama's new big-time basketball 
arena. When it was announced that Newton would be the 
new coach replacing Hayden Riley, the reaction was less than 
Saban-like. 

“T was not a popular hire,” said Newton, who came to 
Alabama from Transylvania College in Lexington, Kentucky. 

Newton probably overstates the situation. Riley had been 
primarily Bryant’s football recruiter, basketball coach second. 
The general state of Alabama basketball was apathy. 

Bryant knew he had his man. The two first met at Kentucky 
when Bryant was the head football coach and Newton was a 
basketball and baseball player, Newton was a member of the 
Wildcats’ 1951 national championship basketball squad. 

In 1964, Newton came to Alabama to work on his 
doctorate, and while at The Capstone, he took a job as coach 
of the freshman basketball team. Bryant liked what he saw in 
Newton back then, and the more Bryant learned about the 
coach Newton had become since that time, the more Bryant 
was convinced that Newton was the right man for the job. 

“He called me the day he told Hayden Riley he 
was going to make a change and offered me the job,” 
Newton recalled. “I accepted that night. There wasn’t any 
interviewing to it. He had done his homework on me and 


checked with people he respected.” 

Bryant, realizing that turning Alabama basketball into a 
player on the national scene was no overnight project, gave 
Newton a four-year contract. As Newton pointed out, patience 
was needed in Alabama's building of a basketball program, 
and that’s exactly what Bryant showed him. 

“Everybody talks about Coach Bryant's football coaching 
ability, but he was a great administrator, too,” Newton said. 
“He recognized that if we tried to quick fix this thing with 
junior college players or transfers it wasn’t going to work.” 

As expected, Alabama, starting from scratch with all 
sophomore starters in 1969, endured three straight losing 
seasons to begin the Newton era but did show improvement 
each season and, in 1972, went 18-8. One of those wins was 
a 103-99 four-overtime win over a Piston Pete Maravich-led 
LSU team, Maravich, Newton said, may have been the most 
complete college basketball player he’s ever seen. 

“The guy averaged 44 points per game for a career,” 
said Newton, whose Alabama teams beat Maravich twice. 
“But I said, ‘He’s going to get his 44. Let’s just don't let him 
have 15-20 assists and have two other guys get in the 20s.’So 
we guarded the heck out of the rest of them and pretty much 
played him head up.” 

Later that same season, Newton became the first and 
only former player of Rupp to beat him as a head coach when 
Alabama claimed a 73-70 win over the visiting Wildcats. 

“That was a very significant win for us at that time,” 
Newton said. 

The golden era during Newton’s 11-year regime at The 
Capstone occurred between 1974-1976 when the Tide won 
three consecutive SEC titles and made it to its first-ever NCAA 
Tournament in 1975. Back then, it was much more difficult to 
make it to the postseason. Only 16 teams went to the NIT and 
only 32 went to the NCAA. Alabama's 1974 squad, which went 
22-4 overall and tied for the conference championship with a 
15-3 league mark, didn't even receive an invite. 

“That's unheard of today,” Newton said. 

The 1976 team, which Newton believes was the best team 
he coached at Alabama, made it to the Sweet 16 of the NCAA 
Tournament and would likely have advanced much farther 
had the teams been seeded. With seeding not yet in place, the 
seventh-ranked Crimson Tide had to whip fourth-ranked North 
Carolina, 79-64, in the first round but then fell to undefeated 
and top-ranked Indiana, 74-69, in the second round. 

“Had we won that game (against Indiana), we would 
have won the whole thing because there wasn’t anybody else 
strong in there,” Newton said. “Indiana didn’t even have a 
close game after they got by us.” 

Still, Newton had accomplished what he had set out to 
do and what Bryant had hoped he would do: make Alabama 
basketball relevant on the national stage. In fact, Newton 
took Alabama beyond relevant and made it a multiple 
conference champion, a legitimate national contender and a 
revenue producer. 

“T think we exceeded expectations, and it’s always good 
when you can do that,” he said. 
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Newton gives much of that credit to Bryant. 

“He was great to work for,” Newton said. ‘He hired you to 
do a job and then got out of the way and let you do it, and he 
was there to help you if you asked him.” 

Newton, with aspirations of becoming an administrator, 
left Alabama in 1980 to join the SEC office. He was there one 
year when Vanderbilt offered him a deal to become its head 
basketball coach. Newton hadn't planned on returning to the 
bench, but the offer was too lucrative to pass up. 

After eight seasons with the Commodores, Newton 
returned to his alma mater, this time as athletics director. 
Already looking forward to the slower pace of retirement 
life, the then 59-year-old Newton promised Kentucky seven 
good years. As it turned out, he gave the school 12. It was 
under Newton’s watch that Kentucky returned to national 
championship form in basketball and rose to newfound 
respectability in football. The key was in making good hires— 
the barometer by which all athletics directors are ultimately 
judged, Newton hired both Pitino and Smith, both of whom 
brought Kentucky national championships in basketball. 
Newton also significantly improved Kentucky’s athletics 
facilities, including enlarging the football stadium. 

Newton retired in 2000, but there was little to enjoy about 
his free time. Evelyn, his wife of 50 years, lost her battle with 
leukemia three months before Newton retired. It was a difficult 
time for Newton. 

“After that, 1 went with Rick (Pitino), Newton said. “He kind 
of rescued me and took me with the Celtics for a short time.” 

But 2000 wasn’t all bad for Newton, who was enshrined 
into the National Basketball Hall of Fame that year. Since the 
sport was invented in 1891, less than 300 people have been 
enshrined from all over the world. 

“That was kind of the exclamation point on my career,” 
Newton said of the honor. “It was something I never 
expected. It blows me away to think that somebody thought I 
ought to be in it.” 

In 2002, Newton took on the role of CEO of the World 
Basketball Championships in Indianapolis. He was there about 
10 months. 

Soon after Newton married again. “She's been a God- 
send to me,” Newton said of his wife. ‘When Evelyn died, I 
was really kind of lost, and Nancy’s been a good mate.” 

With Nancy hailing from Tuscaloosa and with C.M. and 
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Nancy sharing so many mutual friends in the Druid City, the 
couple decided to settle in Tuscaloosa. Their newly combined 
family includes several grown children scattered across the 
country as well as a total of 10 grandchildren. 

Newton still does some traveling today related to college 
basketball, but it’s hardly what he considers a strenuous 
schedule, and the fact that he’s able to bring Nancy along with 
him on the trips makes it almost like mini vacations for him. 

Still, for a man who could have been completely retired 
for a couple of decades, it’s a full schedule. 

Newton serves as a consultant to the SEC commissioner 
for basketball, which, for the most part, involves keeping 
Commissioner Slive abreast of basketball developments 
during the autumn months when football takes up so much of 
his time and attention. Newton visits every SEC campus and 
talks to each basketball coach. 

Newton also does a little work for USA Basketball and 
chairs the NIT committee, which is made up of several former 
coaches, such as North Carolina’s Dean Smith. 

“We've had a little fun trying to put that thing back 
together and make it a real basketball championship,” he said 
of the NIT, which is now owned by the NCAA and includes 
both pre-season and post-season activity. 

In his years of involvement with college basketball, 
Newton has grown to becorne a strong advocate for making 
college basketball an exclusive spring sport so that college 
athletics’ number one and number two revenue producers 


won't overlap and go head-to head in the fall. Taking it one 
step further, the ideal situation, he said, would be to have 
college football in the fall, college basketball in the spring 
and college baseball in the summer. 

(Newton was an excellent college baseball player and 
spent four years in the New York Yankees organization before 
embarking on his career as a basketball coach.) 

“It just makes too much sense,” Newton said of the 
proposed plan, which also has the backing of Dean Smith. 

Newton, though, isn’t about to lose any sleep over the fact 
that college sports traditionalists seemingly refuse to consider 
new options. He’s enjoying retirement too much. 

“This is the first time since I was a student-athlete at 
Kentucky, all the way through the coaching and administrative 
work where I can really just plan and manage my own time,” 
said the Fort Lauderdale, Florida, native. “I've also learned 
that ‘no’ is a complete sentence. You don’t have to explain it 
and you don’t have to justify it.” 

He plays golf two or three times a week, rides his boat 
on Lake Tuscaloosa, spends time in the Bahamas during the 
winter months and does some bone fishing. And, during some 
quiet moments, whether he’s sitting on a back porch or not, he 
thinks back on what a fun and exciting ride his life has been. 

“Life has been so good to me,” he said. “To think of the 
people I’ve had the chance to work with and be around, it 
kind of blows me away. Every now and then I just have to 
pinch myself. I’ve been very blessed.” irs) 
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RECRUITING BY ANDREW BONE 


Prep Prospects 


Regional skill players on Tide radar 


OUT-OF-STATE SKILL POSITION 

The University of Alabama has put together a tremendous 
recruiting class and several top names remain on the 
recruiting board. Ten of the 19 commitments are skill position 
players with three from outside the state. The University of 
Alabama is in the mix for several top out-of-state performers 
especially at running back. 

We take a look at the top out-of-state skill position 
prospects who are giving strong consideration to the Tide. 


QUARTERBACK 

Alabama has received a commitment for the only 
quarterback who will sign a national letter of intent in 
February. Star Jackson, ranked a four-star prospect by Scout 
Media from Lake Worth, Florida, committed to Alabama 
before the beginning of his senior season. 

Jackson is terrific with the ball in his hands and can 
hurt defenders with his arm and legs. He is a dual-threat 
quarterback who has received a lot of attention since his 
commitment. The 6-3, 185-pound Sunshine State product is a 


solid commitment and does not plan to visit any other schools. 


Jackson was in Tuscaloosa for Homecoming and was 
impressed with his time on campus. 

“I thought the game was good,” Jackson said. “It was 
homecoming, so I didn't get to see a lot of the crazy fans 
that come in for the big SEC games. Overall it was a good 
atmosphere, and I can see myself playing there. 

“Tt was fun to go out with the players. They were all down 
to earth, normal people. They knew who I was. ! hung out with 
guys like D.J. Hall and John Parker (Wilson). I really hung out 
with everybody. 

“It was good to watch film with the coaches. They really 
critique the players rather than getting on them when they 
make a mistake. The coaches told me they were really looking 
forward to me coming there, and they are excited. 

“I know right now I am going to take my official visit after 
the season. Julio Jones, (Tyler) Love and I are going to all try 
to visit the same weekend.” 

Jones is one of the nation’s top prospects, a wide receiver 
from Foley, and Love is a top offensive lineman from Mountain 
Brook who has already committed to the Crimson Tide. 


RUNNING BACK 

Alabama Coach Nick Saban has received commitments 
from two running backs both from Alabama high schools. 
They are Ivan Matchett, Scout Media four-star from Mobile-St. 


Paul's, and Jermaine Preyear, from Mobile Davidson. 

Matchett and Preyear are the only two in-state backs the 
Tide projects to take in this recruiting class, but several out-of- 
state backs remain high on Alabama's recruiting radar. 

One of the best is Ken Davis (6-2, 215), Scout Media four- 
star from Tupelo, Mississippi. Davis has given his commitment 
to the University of Mississippi, but he has indicated strong 
interest in Alabama. Davis is considering an official visit. 

He recorded over 900 yards and 12 touchdowns in only five 
games during his junior season. 

Another strong possibility for the Alabama staff is 
Dontavius Jackson (5-10.5, 196), Scout Media four-star running 
back from Heard County High School in Franklin, Georgia. 
Jackson is one of the top running backs in the South. He has a 
big junior campaign, rushing for 2,206 yards on 195 carries, 
averaging 11.3 yards per carry and 26 touchdowns. 

Jackson suffered a season ending injury with a spiral 
break in his wrist the first game of the regular season. He was 
having a spectacular night before the injury, rushing for 246 
yards and three touchdowns in the first half. 

Jackson receives the same amount of interest from 
college coaches as before the injury and lists his favorite 
schools as Alabama, Clemson, Georgia, LSU and Penn State. 
He has scheduled visits to Clemson, Georgia and LSU and is 
expected to take an official visit to Alabama. 

“Alabama has a great coaching staff and a real good 
offensive line,” Jackson said. “I camped there this past 
summer, and I really enjoyed it. They are intense, and they will 
run the ball.” 

One of the top overall athletes on the recruiting wish list 
is Chris Jordan (6-2, 208), Scout Media four-star running back 
from Brentwood, (Tennessee) Academy. Jordan is a star on 
both sides of the ball. Some schools are recruiting him as a 
running back, some as a linebacker. 

Jordan has scheduled an official visit to Alabama for 
December 12, but could announce his decision before the visit. 
He has been very high on the Tide since the beginning of his 
recruitment and admits Alabama is the team to beat for his 
signature. Clemson has been another school high on Jordan's 
list and would like to visit the Tigers before his decision. 

Jordan was in Tuscaloosa for the SEC match-up with 
Arkansas early in the season. 

“The game was exciting,” Jordan said. “I didn’t think 
Alabama was going to pull it out there at the end. It was a big 
win. It was so loud I couldn't hear the person beside me. 

“Alabama fans are nuts. It was a crazy atmosphere. There 
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was a lot of noise. It would 
be hard for another team to 
concentrate in Alabama’s 
stadium, We sat next to the 
student section, and that was 
really loud. 

“I talked to Coach Saban 
before the game, and I met 
a few of the other coaches. 
Coach Saban was letting me 
know they wanted me down 
there. They were excited I 
made it down for the big 
game against Arkansas, 

“Alabama is definitely 
high on my list. They have 
always been high on my list. 
I don’t want to say too much, 
but Alabama is high.” 

Brandon Bolden (5-11, 
208), from Scotlandville High 
in Baton Rouge, Louisiana, 
stole the show at Alabama’s 
summer camp and brought 
rave reviews from the coaches 
and other participants. Bolden 
is very physical and possesses 
a lot of speed. He has trimmed 
his list of favorites to Alabama 
and Ole Miss. 

Bolden expects to make a 
decision before the end of the 
year, and his name may appear 
on a commitment list before 
the release of this article. 

Bolden was a running 
back for his sophomore 
season and moved to 
fullback as a junior. He 
returned to his natural 
position of running back for 
his senior year. 

“Education is what 
my mom and dad always 
preach,” Bolden told Scout 
Media. “You're a student 
before you're an athlete. 
Education is going to be a 
big thing and playing time 
will be, too. To me they both 
are pretty equal, and that 
makes it harder to decide.” 

One prospect from the 
West is Covaughn Deboski 
(5-11, 185), Scout Media 
four-star running back from 


Hamilton High in Chandler, Arizona. The distance from home 
has been a big factor with Deboski visiting Tuscaloosa with 
Friday night games taking up time for the weekends. 

The California Golden Bears are the team to beat for his 
signature, and he has scheduled an official visit to Stanford. 
He is also considering Arizona State, Florida and Georgia 
Tech and may schedule a visit to Tuscaloosa at the end of the 
season. He rushed for over 1,300 yards and 22 touchdowns in 
his junior season. 


WIDE RECEIVER 

Julio Jones, the nation’s top receiver from Foley, remains 
the top prospect for the Crimson Tide. Jones is not expected 
to announce his college destination until National Signing Day. 
Alabama appears as one of the front-runners for his signature 
along with Florida State. 

Coach Saban has received commitments from Burton 
(B.J.) Scott (Prichard Vigor), Mark Barron (Mobile St. Paul’s), 
Destin Hood (Mobile St. Paul’s), Melvin Ray (North Florida 
Christian in Tallahassee), Brad Smelley (Tuscaloosa American 
Christian) and Devonta Bolton (Norcross, Georgia). 

So why continue to recruit wide receivers? Destin Hood 
and Melvin Ray are the only two true wide receiver prospects 
committed and Hood could end up in professional baseball. 
Scott is a multi-talented star who could play any skill position 
on either side of the ball. Barron, Smelley and Bolton could 
see action as H-Backs, linebackers or safeties. Jones remains 
the top receiver prospect, but there are others out-of-state on 
Bama’s radar. 

Ray (6-3, 202), Scout Media four-star prospect, surprised 
Tallahassee when he committed to Alabama over FSU. He 
received heavy attention from Florida, which is continuing to 
recruit him, along with FSU and LSU. Ray has decided not to take 
any additional visits with his commitment solid to Alabama. 

Ray is a big time talent who has the size and speed of an 
elite SEC receiver. He began playing football his sophomore 
season and was an immediate star. He recorded 36 receptions 
for 518 yards and five touchdowns in his first season. He is an 
excellent student. 

Another big surprise commitment for Alabama was 
Bolton (6-3, 222), Scout Media four-star receiver from 
Norcross. Bolton saw his stock soar through the roof after a 
dominating spring and summer performance. His scholarship 
offer list started to climb and received many of the same 
offers as his teammate and Scout Media five-star receiver 
Brice Butler (USC commitment). 

Bolton projects as an H-Back in the Tide's offense. He 
visited Alabama for the Georgia game and plans to take his 
official visit after the season. He is a solid commitment to 
Alabama and does not plan to visit any other schools. 

“The atmosphere was crazy,” Bolton said of the Georgia 
game. “It was amazing. The fans and the people are great. 
People knew who I was. They take it serious over there. It was 
just a tough loss for us. 

“The drive at the end of the game was destined. They 
have put in the hard work, and they knew they could score. 


Coach Saban knew what he needed to 
do to freeze the kicker at the end. We 
just didn’t do as well as we wanted to 
in the overtime. 

“T got a chance to talk to some of the 
coaches during my visit. They told me 
they knew within me is a great athlete. 

They said they really like me. They 
think I can have an impact with my 
class, to go along with great athletes 
like Star Jackson, 

“It’s an amazing recruiting class. 
Coach Saban knows the players he 
wants, and he does what it takes to get 
them. I got a chance to speak to Melvin 
Ray during my visit. He is a nice guy. 

“One word I can describe 
Alabama’s offense is powerhouse. The 
running back (Terry Grant) is amazing. 
He can make two or three guys miss, 
and gain a lot of yards. When he gets 
hit he still goes forward for yardage. 

“We have decided to take the 
official visit in December. My parents 
will have time to sit down with the 
coaches, and I can hang out with the 
players. We have decided not to take 
any other visits.” 

Julio Jones is the nation’s top 
receiver, but another elite receiver 
considering Alabama is DeAndre 
Brown, Scout Media five-star from 
Ocean Springs, Mississippi. The 6-6.5, 
225-pound prospect is a huge target for 
quarterbacks and a very tough match 
up for any defensive back. 

Brown has received offers from 
schools across the country. He lists 
favorites as Alabama, Auburn, Florida, 
LSU, Ole Miss and Tennessee. LSU is the 
team to beat for his signature with the 
Tigers as his overall favorite. 

Brown’s interest in Alabama has 
increased since the spring, and if he 
has not reached his college decision 
by the end of his senior season there 
is a good chance he will officially visit 
Tuscaloosa. It would be incredible if 
Alabama could sign both Jones and 
Brown in this year’s recruiting class. 

Chris Tolliver (6-1, 185), Scout 
Media four-star receiver from Rayville, 
Louisiana, is another big target for the 
Tide. Tolliver was sensational during 
his junior season recording over 1,500 
yards receiving and 17 touchdowns. 


WHAT IT MEANS 
To BE CRIMSON TIDE 


GENE STALLINGS AND ALABAMA’S 
GREATEST PLAYERS 


Alabama football means championships and All-Americans and, for many, memo- 
ries of a man in a houndstooth hat. Some 60 former Alabama players who per- 
formed in Crimson and White over a 
75-year period tell us WHAT IT MEANS 
TO BE CRIMSON TIDE, and many remem- 
ber Paul “Bear” Bryant. His time as a 
Bama player, assistant coach, and 25 
years as head coach is a major part of 
Alabama football, but not the only 
great era, There have also been nation- 
al championships won under Wallace 
Wade and Frank Thomas and Gene 
Stallings. And part of WHAT IT MEANS 
TO BE CRIMSON Tipe is former Alabama 
players’ expectations of more national 
titles, 


WILAT IT MEANS TO Bt 
CRIMSON TIDE 


GENE STALLINGS 


The last coach to lead Alabama to the 
national championship is Gene 

Stallings, who played and coached for 
Coach Bryant before becoming a Hall 


of Fame caliber coach himsell. 


Not only have the coaches been legendary but that stellar tradition has spawned 
players enshrined in the College Football Hall of Fame and the NFLs Pro Football 
Hall of Fame. Now, Gene Stallings and *BAMA Editor Kirk McNair have collaborated 
to bring together many of the greatest players ever to wear the Crimson and White 
to share their memories in WHAT IT MEANS TO BE CRIMSON TIDE-GENE STALLINGS 
AND ALABAMA'S GREATEST PLAYERS, 


Among those sharing their memories are: from the ‘40s and ‘50s, Harry Gilmer and 
Bart Starr; from the ‘60s and ’70s, Lee Roy Jordan, Joe Namath, Ray Perkins, Ken 

Stabler, Johnny Musso, John Hannah, and Ozzie Newsome; from the ‘80s and ‘90s, 
Mike Shula and Jay Barker. And many more, including those from the new millen- 
nium. 


Gene Stallings reveals much of his philosophy and also tells the story of how he did 
not become Alabama's head football coach in 1983. Kirk McNair introduces the 
players. 


Wnuat IT MEANS TO BE CRIMSON TIDE~-GENE STALLINGS AND ALABAMA'S GREATEST PLAY- 
ERS is now available. The hardcover book is more than 300 pages in an oversized 

format with archival photographs throughout. To order your copy ($27.95 plus tax, 
shipping and handling) call 1-205-345-5074. You may request a personalized auto- 
graph from Kirk McNair. 


DECEMBER 2007 BAMAMAG.COM 35 


Chris Tolliver 


T.J. Bryant 


4 
ca} 
sg 
5 
2 
3 
| 
a 
a 
o 


Green E 


Robby | 


Darrell Simmons 


He has received plenty 
of offers from the nation’s 
elite schools, but the main 
schools of interest since the 
beginning of his recruitment 
have been Alabama, LSU, 
Florida and Ole Miss. 
Tolliver took an unofficial 
visit to LSU for the Florida 
game and many believed 
would make a decision shortly 
after the game. The state of 
Louisiana's top receiver is still 
open with his recruitment. 
He took an unofficial visit to 
Alabama during the summer, 
and an official visit remains a 
possibility. 


DEFENSIVE BACKS 

The Alabama coaching 
staff could have a small class 
in terms of defensive backs. 
But small doesn’t mean poor. 
It could have an elite group. 

Three out-of-state 
cornerbacks have been 
very high on the Crimson 
Tide since the spring, but it 
is always a challenging task 
to lure these prospects from 
their home states. 

Alabama has Wesley 
Neighbors, Scout Media 
three-star safety from 
Huntsville, and safety Robert 
Lester from Foley, added to 
the commitment list. 

The top defensive back 
being sought by Bama is TJ. 
Bryant (6-0, 185), Scout Media 
five-star cornerback from 
Tallahassee Lincoln. Alabama 
has not had much success 
at Lincoln High School the 
past few years except for 
the signature of offensive 
lineman Cole Harvey, Harvey 
is no longer a member of the 
Alabama football team. 

Bryant is rated the 
second best cornerback 
in the country, and his 
recruitment is kept low-key 
while focusing on his senior 
season. He does not plan to 


take any official visits until the end of the season. 

His coaches believe Bryant is one of the best to ever 
come out of Lincoln, ranked with other high-profile players 
like Sam Matison, Antonio Cromartie and Pat Watkins who 
played for the Trojans. 

Bryant finished his junior season with 47 tackles and three 
interceptions. His top schools include Alabama, Florida, Florida 
State, LSU, Miami, Oklahoma and USC. Bryant's college decision 
is likely to come on National Signing Day. 

A cornerback who could arrive in Tuscaloosa in 2008 
is Charles Whitlock (5-11, 172), Scout Media four-star from 
Chester, South Carolina. Whitlock has taken an official visit to 
Alabama and was impressed with his time on campus. 

Clemson, Florida, North Carolina and South Carolina also 
will receive visits. Whitlock is scheduled to graduate high 
school in December and will enroll at his college choice in 
January. He is ranked as the fifth best cornerback in the country. 

Robby Green (6-0, 170), Scout Media four-star from John 
Curtis in River Ridge, Louisiana, likely would have committed 
to LSU a long time ago if Nick Saban was not the head coach at 
Alabama. Green likes Saban and continues to express strong 
interest in having a head coach as a defensive back coach. 

The nation’s 13th best cornerback prospect visited 
Tuscaloosa during the summer. He is wanted by every major 
program. Green had trimmed his favorites to Alabama, 
Arizona State, Florida, LSU and USC. The Crimson Tide and 
Fighting Tigers are the top two teams on his list. 

Green recorded three interceptions, 15 pass break-ups 
and 30 tackles during his junior season. He is a good student 
who possesses a 3.0 GPA and 17 ACT score. 

The Alabama staff is also recruiting Green's teammate 
PJ. Smith, Scout Media three-star safety. The 6-4, 190- 
pound safety raised his stock during the summer and had 
an excellent start to his senior season. Smith has received 
several SEC offers, including Alabama, LSU and Florida. 
Smith pronounced LSU as his favorite school, which could 
hurt Alabama’s chances with Green. The teammates plan to 
wait until after their senior season and official visits to make 
their college decisions. 

Darrell Simmons (6-1, 201), Scout Media three-star safety 
from Banneker High in College Park, Georgia, has listed 
Alabama and Miami as his favorites since the spring. 

He finished his junior year with 80 total tackles, including 
eight for loss and three sacks. Simmons has not scheduled an 
official visit to Alabama but scheduled visits to Florida and Miami. 
He still has work to do in the classroom and must re-take the ACT. 

Keanon Cooper (5-11.5, 195), Scout Media four-star 
safety from Skyline High in Dallas, Texas, visited Tuscaloosa 
during the summer and continues to express interest in 
Alabama. He has officially visited Minnesota, and the Golden 
Gophers are possibly the team to beat for his services. He 
and teammate, three-star linebacker Spencer Reeves, hope to 
go to the same school as a package deal. It does not appear 
Reeves will land an offer from Alabama. Cooper remains in 
contact with the Alabama coaching staff and is considering an 
official visit after the season. a 


Football Hot List 


Top 10 Uncommitted Prospects For Alabama 


B y October 1, Alabama 
had 18 commitments 
from high school senior 
football prospects to sign 
with the Crimson Tide on 
February 6, 2008. They 
are WR Mark Barron, TE 
Undra Billingsley, WR 
Devonta Bolton, OL John 
Michael Boswell, WR Destin 
Hood, QB Star Jackson, DE 
Brandon Lewis, OL Tyler 
Love, RB Ivan Matchett, S 
Wesley Neighbors, RB Jermaine Preyear, WR Melvin Ray, 
WR Burton Scott, WR Brad Smelley, K Corey Smith, DL 
Damian Square, DE Courtney Upshaw, and DE Michael 
Williams. (That does not include DL Kerry Murphy at 
Hargrave Academy.) 

If the Crimson Tide could get just 10 more commitments, 
what would that wish list look like? Based on interest from the 
nation’s top prospects, this would be an ideal finish: 


Julio Jones, 6-4, 215, 4.5 Foley WR 

Jones is the top receiver in the country and possibly the 
top overall recruit. He is an unreal talent college coaches are 
all seeking for his signature. He has visited Tuscaloosa several 
times, and Alabama is the team to beat for his signature, 


Arthur Brown, 6-1, 225, 4.5, Wichita-East, Kansas MLB 

Brown is the top linebacker in the country and draws 
comparisons to former Scout Media top ranked recruit Ernie 
Sims (Detroit Lions). Brown has been to Tuscaloosa twice, 
once for an unofficial visit and for an official visit. He will take 
the four remaining visits and announce his college decision 
December 17. 


T.J. Bryant, 6-0, 185, 4.45, Tallahassee-Lincoln, Fla. CB 
Bryant is rated the second best cornerback prospect 

in the country and has been described as the best to come 

through his school including NFL talents Antonio Cromartie 

and Pat Watkins. Bryant plans to take all of his official visits 

after the season, and Alabama is in good shape to land one of 

his five trips. 


Charles Whitlock, 5-11, 176, 4.5, Chester, §.C. CB 

Whitlock is one of the top overall athletes in the country. 
He stars on both sides of the ball but ranks among the top 
five cornerbacks in the nation. Whitlock has taken an official 
visit to Tuscaloosa, and Alabama is the team to beat for his 
signature. He is a December graduate. 


Barrett Jone: 


Scout.com 
Antoine McClain, 6-6, 310, 5.2, Anniston OL 
McClain has the potential as the best offensive lineman in 
the 2008 class. He has the best footwork and athleticism of any 
lineman on the recruiting board. He is very high on Alabama, 
but this will come down to an in-state battle against Auburn. 


Seoulcom 


Jerrell Harris, 6-3, 220, 4.5, Gadsden City LB 

It is no secret Alabama is in need of linebackers and 
having one of the nation’s best in state certainly helps. 
Alabama is among the top eight schools for Harris, and the 
Tide will receive an official visit for the National 100 prospect. 
He does not plan to make a decision until after all of his visits. 


Robert Quinn, 6-4, 255, 4.78, North Charleston-Fort 
Dorchester, §.C. DE 

Quinn is an elite prospect who the Alabama staff considers 
a high priority. He has been to Tuscaloosa for an unofficial visit 
and plans to return for an official visit. Quinn plays defensive 
end but could move to linebacker on the next level. 


Barrett Jones, 6-5, 270, 5.2, Cordova-Evangelical 
Christian, Tenn. OL 

Jones is considered a strong lean to Alabama and has been 
very high on the Tide since the beginning of his recruitment. His 
father, Rex Jones, played basketball for Alabama. 


Chase Clement, 6-5, 240, 4.7, Thibodaux-E.D, White, La. DE 

Clement is another defensive end prospect the Alabama 
coaching staff holds in high regard. Clement grew up an LSU 
fan, but also a big Coach Nick Saban fan. He plans to take an 
official visit to Alabama after the season. 


Reggie Ellis, 6-1, 280, 5.1, Washington D.C.-Dunbar DT 
Ellis is a run-stuffer who could get in the playing rotation 
as a freshman. Ellis has scheduled an official visit to Alabama 
for his first trip to The Capstone. He is very high on Illinois 
where he has already taken an official visit. a 
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New Man On The Line 


Mike Johnson takes over as starting right tackle 


hen Mike Johnson signed with Alabama following the 2004 

football season, one of the most impressive things on his 
resume was that he had a 4.0 grade point average at Pine Forest 
High School in Pensacola, Florida. A smart guy like that couldn't 
help but be aware of the whirlwind of criticism swirling around 
the right tackle position in 2006. 

Johnson was a back-up guard on that 2006 team, but he was a 
friend and supporter of Chris Capps, who had his struggles at the 
position. At the time Johnson had no idea he would be replacing 
Capps in the starting lineup this year. 

“We knew what Chris was capable of and we knew the work 
he put in on a daily basis,” Johnson said. “We knew he was being 
doubted by the public, by the fans, but we didn’t want him to 
doubt himself and we didn’t doubt him. We wanted to help him 
along. We knew what he could do and wanted to make him as 
confident and as comfortable as possible.” 

As it turned out, Capps was moved to left tackle (where he 
had been a starter in 2005) and is now backing up Andre Smith. 
“He's not a starter now, but he’s taking it in stride,” Johnson said. 
“He works just as hard every day. And he’s getting his snaps and 
is happy when he plays.” 

Johnson, a 6-6, 300-pour'd sophomore, knows what it means 
to move around. He came to Alabama as a left tackle, where he 
worked as a redshirt freshman in 2005. Last season he was a back- 
up at both right guard and left quard. Now he’s the right tackle. 

“IT played guard all last year,” Johnson said. “I played half the 
year at right and half the year at left. I played most of the game in 
the Independence Bow] at left guard when Justin (Britt) got hurt. 

“T thought I was going to be a left tackle when I came here. 
Things don't always pan out the way you think they are going to, 
especially when you sign a cry like Dre (Andre Smith). Everyone 
realized what kind of talent he has, But, heck, right tackle is just as 
good as left tackle. Wherever they want me to be on the field. 

“Tt doesn’t really matter to me where I play. Both guard and 
tackle have their ups and downs, both have their difficulties. I think 
I'm fitting in well at tackle now. If I had to play guard, I would.” 

He played enough to letter as a redshirt freshman in 2006. 
He was in on 132 snaps in 13 games, a season-high 37 coming 
against Oklahoma State in the Independence Bowl, 

It was a nice stroke that Johnson landed at Alabama. He was not 
listed as a top upcoming prospect following his junior prep season, 

Former Alabama Assistant Coach Bob Connelly had the 
Florida panhandle as a recruiting area. He was in Pensacola to 
watch a spring football game at Pine Forest and spotted Johnson. 
Connelly called Johnson later. 

Johnson said, “He was talking to me about which schools 
were recruiting me, I wasn’t being recruited at all and told him I 
didn't know what he was talking about. ‘Nobody is talking to me,' 
I said. He told me he was going to get me a scholarship offer and 
he wanted me to come to Tuscaloosa and meet Coach Shula.” 
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Johnson made that trip and met then-Tide Head Coach Mike 
Shula. “What really made a big impression on me,” Johnson said, 
“was how much Coach Connelly and Coach Shula loved Alabama. 
They had confidence that I had the talent to play and made me an 
offer. 1 committed to Alabama real early.” 

Pensacola is close to a lot of major college football teams. 
Johnson said that FSU was probably the big favorite in town, but 
he liked Alabama, too. 

“Because Florida State was closer, a lot of my friends went there,” 
Johnson said. Among those friends is FSU punter Graham Gano. 

“The first time I met him was here,” Johnson said. “We were 
up here at the same time on official visits. And we played on some 
all-star teams together, then ended up hanging out together at 
home. But we ended up at different schools. He had played at Tate 
High School in Pensacola and we had played against each other, 
but didn't know each other until we met here in Tuscaloosa.” 

Another friend is at South Florida. Johnson said, “My best 
friend growing up, George Selvie, plays for South Florida and 
is one of the top defensive ends in the nation. I’ve kind of been 
enjoying that situation. We watched them beat Auburn. He was a 
center in high schoo] and we've been best friends since we were 
in high school. We hit it off from the first time we met. Seeing him 
develop into a great defensive player has been fun. And people 
who know we're friends have gotten caught up in that USF scene.” 

Johnson grew up in Pensacola. His great grandparents were 
“from up north,” he said, his mother's family from Michigan, his 
dad's from Illinois. He says that Illinois background is probably 
why he’s a big Chicago Cubs fan and wears a Cubs cap. 

He was a baseball player as a boy. When he was in the 
eighth grade Pine Forest won the state championship and got him 
enthused about football. When he went to Pine Forest the next 
year he was 6-4 and a natural candidate for the baseball team. 
And for the line. 

Although he said there haven't been a lot of athletes in his 
family, he said he did have two cousins—-both 6-]0-who played 
college basketball. 

When Johnson signed with Alabama, it was noted that he had 
never missed a practice or a weight room workout. 

“It's not so much I just love lifting weights or love the weight 
room,” Johnson said. “As a team player, that’s just something you 
have to do. You have to be there for your teammates. You can’t let 
them down. I'm not quite old enough to be considered a leader, but 
I'd like to be one day and that’s one of the things you do. You want 
them to look to you to see you doing the right thing all the time.” 

That sounds like Nick Saban philosophy, but Johnson got it 
earlier from his high school coach, Jerry Pollard. 

“My coaches in high school were really big on showing up 
and being where you needed to be,” Johnson said. “You need to 
be in the right place all the time. That's not just football and going 
to class, but where are you after school. Don’t do anything you're 


Soph Mike Johnson 
_earned the starting job as 
Alabama’s'rightitackle 


not supposed to be doing.” 

Johnson said his redshirt season as a true freshman was good 
for him. “I really needed to get in the weight room to get up to 
the level of the other guys,” he said. “High school and college are 
really different from the standpoint of the strength you need. 

“And in high school we might throw the ball five times a 
game, so we didn’t do anything on pass blocking. I really needed 
to work on pass blocking techniques.” 

Johnson said he was never sure of being a starter. “I worked 
hard, but not until a week before the first game did I think I 
was going to be the starter,” he said. “Coach Saban and Coach 
(Joe) Pendry work without a depth chart. I'm practicing with the 
first unit, but I’m working in and out with B.J. (Stabler) or Chris 
(Capps) or Antoine (Caldwell) or whoever they want to put in 
there at right tackle. There’s always some pressure on your back. 
I never take it for granted that I'm going to be out there. Even 
if you start the first six games, there’s nothing telling you you're 
going to be the starter for the seventh game." 

As a starter, Johnson discovered a key difference from his 
year as a redshirt and his year as a back-up. 

“I didn’t realize how much goes into studying the game plan 
as a starter,” he said. “I really didn’t do as much as I should have 
last year as a second string guy. When you have to be out there 
every down you really have to study what the other team is doing. 
You have to be more aware of what their scheme is and where 
they want to be so you can do your job better. I'd say that is the 
biggest difference, the amount of study time. 

“You look for anything that gives away what they are doing. 
You have to know that when their linebacker is in a certain place 
that their line is going to do a certain thing. You want to see what 
their techniques are, their best moves in a pass rush for instance. 
What their pad levels are. And you notice a guy who is a really 
good player if he’s going to be against you. 

“The guy across you dictates how the game is going to go. 
If he's a run-stuffer, I have to be a run-blocker. I think I’m fairly 
even as a run-blocker and a pass-blocker. I try to do a good job 
at both. I take pride in both.” 

Johnson is aware of quarterback sacks allowed by offensive 
linemen being areas of criticism of Alabama football in the past. 

“One of the biggest things for us (offensive linemen) is we 
protect the guys behind us,” he said. “We take blows off not just 
John Parker, but Terry and Glen and Roy and the fullbacks. We 
don't like anybody around us being hit by a big guy. We don’t 
want our guy being the one making contact. That carries a large 


burden. Even though it may be 
10 yards downfield, we don't 
want our guy making the play.” 

Johnson was referring 
to quarterback John Parker 
Wilson and tailbacks Terry 
Grant, Glen Coffee and Roy 
Upchurch. 

Johnson said techniques 
this year are not so much 
different from the past. But 
there are more of them. “There 
are a lot more plays and the 
techniques that go with them, 
so there is more we need to 
know,” Johnson said. “There is 

Twaiwcvw alot more to the playbook and 
a bigger emphasis on angles. That is stressed more. Last year it was 
‘Make sure you get your guy. This year it’s, ‘Make sure you are on the 
right path. If you are on the right path, good things can happen.” 

Alabama has strenuous practices to that end. “You'll hear 
a lot of players say that our warm-ups are the hardest part of 
practice,” Johnson said. “They want to start it off right. We go 
through stretches. The first part is the drills. Go through our 
shoots. Make sure using the right footwork, rolling our hips 
through blocks. Go through a blitz period, picking up blitz. Then 
we go through a period with Coach Pendry that is more going 
through our assignments. Then we'll go against the scout team to 
check that we’re getting our assignments. And then we go against 
the first defense and that sets the tone and tells you a lot about 
how practice has gone that day, the intensity in that period.” 

Johnson said, “I’ve played every position on the offensive 
line except center since I’ve been here. Sticking at right tackle 
for a while I think I’ve gotten better at it. But you always have 
something to learn.” 

To that end he asked his coaches if he could get some extra 
work, and he stays after practice each day in an attempt to improve. 

Johnson enjoys being an Alabama football player. “Anyone 
who plays here understands about the fans and anyone who plays 
here really embraces the history and tradition,” he said. “I like 
playing here because it’s pretty close to home and my family is 
close. I've met a lot of friends here. 

“It’s the kind of school I'd like if I wasn’t playing football. There 
are a lot of good people here—-good Southern hospitality.” | 


BOOK REPORT 
A few years ago 'BAMA Editor Kirk McNair was ina 
Tuscaloosa store signing copies of his book, “What It Means 
To Be Crimson Tide.” A woman came to the signing area and 
began thumbing through the book. 
“I’ve got a son who plays football for Alabama,” she said. 
Asked who her son was, she said, “Mike Johnson.” 
After a few minutes of conversation about how Johnson, then 
a freshman being redshirted, was doing, she put the book down. 
“T don’t think he knows what it means to be Crimson Tide 
yet,” she said. 
“She told me about that,” Mike said. 
The son of Randy and Janet Johnson probably is ready 
for the book now. 
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Diversity Training 


Prince Hall handles suspension and learning 


second position 


he 2007 Alabama football season has brought a year of 
T adjustments for redshirt sophomore linebacker Prince 
Hall. After being named a 2006 Freshman All-America and 
Freshman All-Southeastern Conference performer, the 
Tide's returning starter at middle linebacker (or “Mike,” in 
football vernacular) found himself suspended by Coach Nick 
Saban for the season-opener against Western Carolina for an 
undisclosed violation of team rules. 

Upon returning, Hall was called upon to play not just 
middle linebacker, but also the other inside linebacker, called 
the “Will,” or weakside, spot. His coach and teammates say 
he’s handled both situations-the suspension and the increased 
responsibilities—well. 

Saban said, ‘‘He’s done a good job all year. There are 
obviously some things that every player can do better. We 
want to continue to focus on improvement with (Hall).” 

Hall said the suspension stung, but helped. “You could say 
it made me a better person,” he said. “I lost a game, where I 
wasn't able to play with my team, in a time of need, and I feel I 
need to make it up to them, so it made me a better person by 
giving me a little chip on my shoulder (on the field).” 

Teammate Darren Mustin, who started the season as 
Alabama's weakside linebacker, sees a difference since Hall 
came back from his suspension. Mustin was injured early in 
the year, which led to Hall having to learn two spots. 

Mustin was asked about Hall’s attitude. Mustin said, 
“Prince? His attitude? It seems like he’s not the same guy. 
He’s more focused. He's trying. He’s not sleeping in. He’s not 
missing things. It seems like he’s real focused. It seems like 
he's becoming a man. I’m real proud of him. I see the little kid 
‘Cali’ (California) going away. He’s trying to become a grown 
man ‘Cali.’ I'm real proud of him. 

“Prince is doing very well. I hate to brag on him, but I’m 
going to have to. He plays hard. When he’s hurt a little bit, he 
sucks it up. He’s a tough man out there. I take my hat off to him.” 

Ezekial Knight said Hall handled the suspension well. 

“T think he’s had a positive attitude," said Knight, who plays 
strongside linebacker. ‘He's been practicing a lot harder. I 
think he's a little more focused than he was before. 

“He’s more experienced, and he knows what places he 
has to be in (on the field). He works hard, every play. As a 
freshman, he probably took a couple of plays off, and you 
know, that'll get us beat. I think this year, he realizes that he 
can't take those plays off* 
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Off the field, Knight says of Hall: “He's fun to hang around. 
He’s a cool guy.” 

Like Hall, safety Rashad Johnson is a vocal member of 
the Tide defense. “He’s coming out and he's playing ball 
every week,” Johnson said of Hall, pointing out that Hall had 
double-digit tackles in two games after his return from the 
suspension. “He gets better at the defense every week, the 
more snaps he gets,” Johnson said. 

“He's a guy you can depend on. You know that if he gets 
to the ball, he’s going to make the play. He's going to give it 
110 per cent all the time, and he’s a physical guy." 

Senior defensive end Wallace Gilberry has also noticed 
a more mature Hall. “Oh, man, he’s been awesome,” Gilberry 
said. “It’s kind of expected of him. He came out of the gates 
last year, and has been outstanding for us, so it's definitely not 
a surprise, whatsoever. “ 

Gilberry says Hall is dependable whether he is manning 
the Mike or Will linebacker position. “You know that he’s 
going to be in the gap,” Gilberry said."‘He’s just got a physical 
style of play. He relays the calls (from the sideline), and he 
really gets us pumped up and ready to go.” 

Left tackle Andre Smith, who like Hall was a member of 
both freshman All-America and All-SEC squads, enjoys the 
competition on the plays in practice where he is assigned to 
block Hall. “It's exciting," Smith said. “He's fast, he’s big and 
he’s strong, so it’s a lot of fun.” Smith said the two have had 
some pretty good battles “more so than not, but I really enjoy 
blocking him, because he’s a great football player.” 

The 5-11, 235-pound Hall certainly had the credentials 
coming out of California. As a senior, he made 142 tackles, had 
four sacks, grabbed four interceptions and forced a pair of 
fumbles. He rushed for 1,052 yards and 12 scores on offense. 
He had 89 solo tackles, 62 assists, 16 tackles for loss, two 
interceptions and six sacks as a junior. In short, he was dominant, 

Hall says he ended up in Tuscaloosa due to a relationship 
built by ex-Tide assistant coach Bob Connelly and Hall's high 
school coach, Ted Watkins, at Moreno Valley, California, and his 
mother, “My mom thought (Alabama) would be a good place, so I 
decided to look into it. Coach Connelly, he was a good dude, and 
I thought the (previous) staff was great, so I took a trip down here, 
and I went to the (2004) Auburn game. I liked the atmosphere and 
the crowd. felt like I'd be taken care of if 1 came down here.” 

Last year, Hall was coached hands-on by the fiery Joe Kines. 
This year, he works for a new defensive coordinator/linebackers 


coach, Kevin Steele. “‘There’s not too much of a difference. Both of 
them want us to play fast and give our all, and run to the ball,” he 
said. “They both stress those as the most important things. The 
difference is the (defensive) schemes. As far as requiring effort, 
and doing things right, they’re pretty much the same.” 

Though a tad hesitant to compare his current head coach 
with the one who recruited him, Mike Shula, Hall did say that 
Saban “puts more emphasis on stuff. He gets in more and 
greater detail than what coach Shula did, but the reason I 
kind of say that is that coach Shula was an offensive coach, 
so I really didn’t know too much about him. Coach Saban’s 
a defensive coach, so I’m always with him (in practice). He 
coaches all of us (on defense), for real. That’s how I know so 
much about coach Saban (and his methods).” 

Another change is the two-position role Hall now fills. “We 
all three (Hall, Mustin and true freshman Rolando McClain) 
rotate out, and (Steele) considers all three of us starters, so we 
all get to rest. If one man goes down, the next person plays 
just like he was the starter.” While that is true, Mustin plays 
exclusively at the Will slot and McClain only at the Mike. It’s 
Hall who starts at one or the other, or spells either. 

Still another adjustment Hall has had to make has been 
one of culture. Things are hardly the same living in Tuscaloosa 
than they are in “Cali.” “It’s a lot different,” he acknowledged. 
“There’s a lot of stuff to do in California. You know, like they say, 
its fast-paced and everything. This (in Alabama) is like, laid- 
back. There’s not too much stuff to do, here. In California, you’ve 
got big cities, everywhere, and they’re not that far apart from 
each other, so that’s pretty much the difference.” 

Hall made eight starts 
as a red-shirt freshman for 
the Tide, and racked up 71 
tackles in 2006. He made 10.5 
stops for minus yardage, and 
had a pair of quarterback 
sacks. He recovered two 
fumbles and intercepted 
a pass. Perhaps the most 
memorable moment of his 
first collegiate season came 
in Gainesville when Hall 
scooped up a Florida fumble 
and rumbled 50 yards for his 
first SEC touchdown. He was 
named the SEC’s defensive 
player of the week for his 
efforts in Bama’s overtime 
home win against Ole Miss, 
when he made eight tackles, 
two for a loss. His parents are 
Prince and LaQurla Hall. The 
younger Prince has two 
brothers, Deshawn and Keith 
and a sister, Princess. He 
is currently in pre-major 
studies. a 
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Notebooking Crimson Tide Sports 


SOONER OR LATER 

What must Bob Bockrath think? The one-time athletics 
director at Alabama once uttered that Alabama’s expansion 
of Bryant-Denny Stadium to approximately 84,000 seats in 
1997 made the stadium “as big as a city this size can support.” 
Memo to Bockrath: Alabama fans don't all live in Tuscaloosa. 

University of Alabama President Robert E. Witt gave the 
first official announcement regarding another expansion of 
Bryant-Denny Stadium when he told a fall faculty/staff meeting 
that rapid increase in enrollment (now 25,580 and headed to 
28,000 in the next three years) would affect that facility. 

Although the stadium was one of only several areas of 
infrastructure needs for the expanding University, it is the one 
of greatest interest. And there are varying reports about what 
to expect. 

Witt was rather nonchalant saying that in the spring 
The University “will begin the process to giving serious 
consideration to again expanding our football stadium by 
closing the other end of the stadium.” 

Current capacity is 92,138 and every game has beena 
hard sellout since the stadium expansion-the seventh since 
Denny Stadium was built in 1929-was completed prior to the 
2006 season. 

While Witt indicated there has been no movement on 
the plan, other sources say the Board of Trustees is in favor of 
expansion of the South end of the stadium—a plan that may be 
similar to what was done in the North end zone. Moreover, there 
is a report that three different plans are being considered and 
that work could begin after the 2007 season, although it is also 
possible that expansion will begin a year later. 

One thing is certain, Alabama will not fall short of the 
100,000 mark with its next expansion. There have been 
various numbers thrown around as to what the next (and 
presumably final) expansion will do to capacity, but all have 
said it will be at least 100,000. 

In a prepared statement, Athletics Director Mal Moore said, 
“Any plans for expansion of Bryant-Denny Stadium remain in 
an exploratory phase. I understand and fully appreciate the 
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interest our fans have in a potential stadium expansion. But 
nothing concrete has occurred regarding this issue.” 

He said “We're looking at ideas to recommend" to the 
Board of Trustees. 

The University’s Five-Year Facilities Development Plan 
includes a $80 million estimate for a possible stadium 
expansion. 

One cost of expansion could be the JumboTron 
scoreboard in the South end zone. Renovation could result in 
its relocation or removal. 

The Tuscaloosa News quoted Tuscaloosa Mayor Walt 
Maddox as saying current street work being done on Bryant 
Drive, which is on the South end of the stadium, “has a built-in 
contingency plan for a stadium expansion.” 


BS FROM BCA 

One has to assume Floyd Keith, executive director of the 
Black Coaches and Administrators, is trying to make a splash. 
Keith awarded The University of Alabama an “F” in its search 
for a new football coach last year. 

Obviously, the BCA is a one-issue organization. That doesn’t 
mean it can ignore the facts. Alabama Athletics Director Mal 
Moore, who conducted the search and made the hire of Nick 
Saban, said “We fully support their cause, and will continue to do 
so. However, we respectfully disagree with the grade.” 

And for good reason. Alabama has interviewed minority 
coaches in its most recent coaching searches. Additionally, 

a primary Moore confidant has been former Tide star Ozzie 
Newsome, now general manager of the Baltimore Ravens. 
Newsome is African-American. 

Alabama interviewed Woody McCorvey in the 1980s and 
interviewed Sylvester Croom in 2003. That interview of Croom 
was probably helpful in Croom being selected as head coach 
at Mississippi State. 

Although the BCA talks about minorities, it conveniently 
overlooked Alabama offering its head football coach 
job to Rich Rodriguez of West Virginia before Saban was 
approached. Rodriguez agreed to terms with Alabama, but got 
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cold feet at the last moment. Rodriguez is of Hispanic descent. 

Bama was among 10 schools nationwide hiring new 
coaches who received a failing grade on the BCA’s fourth 
hiring report card. That report card came with a warning: Add 
more diversity to the head coaching ranks or risk facing a 
future civil rights lawsuit. 

“Whether it's the [NFL's] Rooney Rule or the Eddie 
Robinson Rule or Title VII, i’m not sure,” Keith said. “But 
something is needed.” 

Moore said, ‘We have an ongoing commitment to diversity 
and inclusion throughout our athletic staff. And we will continue 
to strive to improve in that aspect of our athletic department. 

“There was significant minority involvement in our 
decision-making process. In spite of disappointment of some 
in the process, we were very pleased with the outcome.” 

Three of Alabama's nine on-field coaches under Saban 
are black. Burton Burns is associate head coach and running 
backs coach; Ron Middleton is special teams coordinator and 
coaches tight ends; and Bo Davis coaches the defensive line. 


RAH RAH 

This year's Rah Rah Scott Classic will be Saturday, 
December 8, in Coleman Coliseum with Muscle Shoals 
playing Erwin at 5 p.m. ancl Greene County playing Hillcrest 
at 6:30 p.m. in high school boys basketball games. 

Alabama will play Nicholls State in a game tentatively 
scheduled to begin at noon that day in Coleman Coliseum. 

The doubleheader, which honors the late Alabama 
basketball star and assistant coach, Robert ‘'Rah Rah” Scott, is 
sponsored by the Tuscaloosa Sports Foundation. 


CHAMPIONSHIP FORMULA 

Alabama Men's Golf Coach Jay Seawell has got this thing 
figured out. Last year, the Crimson Tide men’s golf team 
won four tournament championships. Thus far this season, 
Alabama has successfully defended its championships in two 
prestigious fall tournaments. 

In 2006-07, Bama rode its fall success to a number one 
national ranking. Thus far this season Bama is ranked second 
in the nation, and has finished ahead of number one Stanford 
in the only tournament in which the two participated. (In 
a tournament in Japan, Alabama was the top performing 
American university team and Stanford finished behind the 
Crimson Tide.) 

Particularly satisfying for Bama was the second of those 
back-to-back year tournament victories this fall. Alabama ran 
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away with the championship of its own Jerry Pate National 
Intercollegiate, a tournament that comes complete with a field 
of 12, most of those teams of which are ranked among the Top 
25. It is named in honor of former Tide golfer Jerry Pate who 
currently plays on the PGA Champions Tour and who was on 
hand for the event. 

After setting a school 54-hole record to win the 2006 
tournament last fall at 33-under par, Alabama shattered 
the tournament’s record and school 54-hole record by 
finishing 42-under par, shooting 810 to win at Birmingham's 
Old Overton Club. The Tide shot 270-268-272/810 to finish 
17 shots ahead of runner-up UAB. The decaces-old event 
annually brings together many of the nation’s top-ranked 
teams and players, notably former champ Tiger Woods. 

Alabama, which produced the 2006 JPNI medalist in 
Joseph Sykora, produced the co-winner in 2007 as senior 
Mark Harrell finished 15-under par, 198, also a school 54-hole 
record. Harrell bettered Sykora's school record of 199 that he 
shot to win in 2006. Harrell shared medalist honors with East 
Tennessee State’s Seamus Power (65-66-67/198). It was the 
first collegiate championship for Harrell, who won the stroke 
play at the Pub Links this year. Harrell had a hole-in-one in the 
second round of the tournament. 

Seawell said, “It’s special because it has Mr. Pate’s name 
on it. It’s close to home. We host it, and to come here and beat 
this field and play the way we did today, it’s a good feeling.” 

Seawell collected his sixth team tournament 
championship in 17 tournaments since the fall 2006 opener. 

Earlier in the fall, Alabama successfully defended 
its championship in the Carpet Capital Classic in Dalton, 
Georgia. That tournament also attracts a quality field of 
highly-ranked teams and individuals, 


WOMEN WINNING, TOO 

After a dominant performance in Kentucky's Wildcat Fall 
Invitational, the Crimson Tide women's golf team earned the 
highest ranking in Alabama history and its first top-10 ranking 
in Coach Mic Potter's three seasons at The Capstone. The team 
was ranked ninth in the Golfweek/Sagarin rankings and 19th 
in the NGCA Coaches Poll. 

After coming close in the season-opening Cougar 
Classic and finishing in a tie for third, the Tide put all the 
pieces together and captured the team title at the Wildcat 
Fall Invitational. In addition to the team victory, Tide players 
finished in the top three spots. Bama led from start-to-finish en 
route to its first tournament championship since the fall of 2005. 


The Tide was led at the Wildcat by true freshman 
Courtney Harter, who competed as an individual and shot. 
Before Harter, former All-America Jenny Suh was the last 
UA golfer to win an individual title. Suh won a medal last 
February at the Lady Puerto Rico Classic. 

Camilla Lennarth and Kathleen Ekey rounded out the top 


three in Lexington with solid performances. Lennarth finished 


one stroke behind Harter, while Ekey put together a 216, her 
best effort as a Tide player. 


NEW ASSISTANT 
Tuscaloosa native Derek Tuten has been named assistant 
coach of the Alabama rowing team. 


Tuten joins Head Coach Larry Davis, Assistant Coach Marina 


Traub and Graduate Assistant Coach Megan McKee on the 
Tide staff. Prior to joining the Alabama staff, Tuten served as 
head coach of the Alabama Crew Club, leading the men toa 
win at the Head of the South and a finalist spot at the S.IR.A. 
Championships. 

1997 graduate of Central High School, Tuten coached the 
Alabama Crew Club for two years as an assistant under Davis 
before taking over the reins last year. During that period the 
club was a consistent medalist, including earning gold at the 
S.I.R.A. Championships. 

Tuten was a four year member of the Alabama Crew Club 
while pursuing a Psychology degree at Alabama. He also 
rowed for the Riverside Boat Club and Community Rowing in 
Boston, one of the nation’s top cities for competitive rowing. 

As a competitor, Tuten rowed at the 
U.S. Rowing National Championships as 
well as the C.R.A.S.H.- B Sprints World 
Indoor Championships. He won gold 
at the Southeastern Championships, 
Head of the South and Chattanooga 
Head Race during his career. He 
also medaled at the Head of the 
Chattahoochee, Head of the Tennessee, 
Augusta Invitational, Tennessee Indoor 
Sprints, Atlanta Indoor Sprints and 


Clemson Sprints. 


PASSINK TO ANALYZE 

Former Alabama basketball 
player Bryan Passink has moved from 
courtside reporter to the analyst's 


seat as the color commentator on the 


Crimson Tide Sports Network's basketball broadcast team. 

He will join Chris Stewart, Alabama basketball’s radio 
play-by-play announcer. 

“Iam very excited to have the opportunity to become 
the color analyst for The University of Alabama basketball 
program,” said Passink. “I consider it a great honor and 
I’m looking forward to this new role. Having played for the 
Crimson Tide, I have a tremendous passion for this university 
and can’t wait to get this season started.” 

Passink joined the CTSN broadcast team in 2004 as the 
courtside reporter, literally going into the team huddles and 
reporting at time-outs. Passink played for Alabama in 1993, 1994 
and 1995, advancing to post-season play all three seasons. 


STUDENT-ATHLETES 

Alabama Men’s Basketball Coach Mark Gottfried has 
earned quite a reputation for having players earn their 
college degrees. In a continuation of that success, two current 
Tide players will receive degrees at winter commencement 
in December. 

Both Ronald Steele and Mykal Riley will complete 
graduation requirements in three-and-a-half years. 

Going into the 2006-07 season, Gottfried was 17 of 17 
for his seniors graduating since 2000. Jermareo Davidson 
was on track to graduate last May but was put behind after 
he withdrew from fall 2006 semester following the deaths of 
his brother and girlfriend within weeks of one another. He is 
currently playing for the Charlotte Bobcats. a 
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2007 ALABAMA WINTER SCHEDULES 
WOMEN’S BASKETBALL 


MEN’S BASKETBALL 
Date Opponent 
Nov. 9 Troy 
Nov. 13 @ Mercer 
Nov. 19 Belmont 
Nov. 23 Southern Miss 
Nov. 28 @ Texas A&M 
Dec. 1 SE Louisiana 
Dec. 5 Georgetown 
@ Birmingham 
Dec. Nicholls State 
LAS VEGAS CLASSIC 
Dec. Wofford 
Dec. Texas Pan-American 
Dec. Missouri State @ Las Vegas 
Dec. Purdue or Iowa State 
@ Las Vegas 
Dec. George Washington 
Jan. 1 Clemson 
Jan. 4 Chicago State 
Jan. 8 Florida 
Jan. 13 @ Arkansas 
Jan. 16 @ Georgia 
Jan. 19 Mississippi State 
Jan. 26 Auburn 
Jan. 29 Tennessee 
Feb, 2 LSU 
Feb. 6 @ Mississippi State 
Feb. 9 @ Kentucky 
Feb. 13 Ole Miss 
Feb. 16 @ South Carolina 
Feb. 24 @ Auburn 
Feb. 27 Arkansas 
March 1 @ Ole Miss 
March 5 @ LSU 
March 8 Vanderbilt 
March 13- SEC Tournament 
March 18 @ Atlanta 


GYMNASTICS 


Date Opponent 

Jan. 11 Illinois 

Jan. 18 @ Auburn 

Jan. 25 @ Kentucky 

Feb. 1 Georgia 

Feb. 8 Arkansas 

Feb. 22 @ LSU 

Feb. 29 Florida 

March 7 @ Stanford 

March 9 @ UCLA 

March 14 Penn State 

March 21 Auburn 

March 29 SEC Championships @ Duluth, Ga. 
April 12 NCAA Regionals TBA 

April 24-26 
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NCAA Championships @ Athens, Ga. 


Date 

Nov. 10 
Nov. 13 
Nov. 18 
Nov. 23- 
Nov. 24 


Nov. 28 
Nov. 30 
Dec. 5 
Dec. 9 
Dec. 15 
Dec. 17 
Dec. 20 
Dec. 22 
Jan. 2 
Jan. 5 
Jan. 10 
Jan. 13 
Jan. 17 
Jan. 20 
Jan. 27 
Jan. 31 
Feb. 3 
Feb. 7 
Feb. 10 
Feb. 14 
Feb. 17 
Feb. 21 
Feb. 24 
March 2 
March 6-9 


Opponent CT 
Tulane TBA 
@ Samford 7:30 
Arkansas State TBA 
Junkanoo Jam @ Grand Bahamas 
(Eastern Michigan, NC State, 
Washington State) 

@ Belmont 

@ Tennessee Tech 

Louisiana Tech 

St. Mary’s 

@ UT-Chattanooga 

Alabama A&M 

Hampton 

Jacksonville State 

East Tennessee 

SE Louisiana 

South Carolina 

@ Florida 

Arkansas 

@ Georgia 

Auburn 

@ Mississippi State 

@ Ole Miss 

LSU 

Vanderbilt 

@ Auburn 

@ Kentucky 

Tennessee 

Ole Miss 

@ Vanderbilt 

SEC Tournament @ Nashville 


SWIMMING & DIVING 


Date 
Oct. 13 


Oct. 26-27 
Nov. 2 
Nov. 10 


Nov. 30- 
Dec. 2 
Nov. 30- 
Dec. 2 
Jan. 19 
Jan. 26 


Feb, 20-23 

March 1 

March 8 

March 14-18 

March 20-22 

March 27-29 

(All times tentative) 


Opponent 

Georgia Tech, Clemson, FSU 
@ Atlanta 

@ SMU Classic (W) 

LSU (M&W), Vanderbilt (W) 
Delta State, Centenary 

@ Athens, Miss. 

Ohio Diving Invitational 

@ Columbus 

Alabama Classic 
(Swimming only) 

Kentucky 


South Carolina, Georgia 11:00 


@ Columbia 

SEC Championships @ Tuscaloosa 
Bulldog Invitational @ Athens 
Auburn Last Chance 

NCAA Zone Diving @ Auburn 
Women's NCAA @ Columbus, Ohio 
Men’s NCAA @ Federal Way, Wash. 


Friday, December 7, 2007 


Route ts Capitol Steps to Court Square 
Fountain, Historic Dexter Avenue 


iGREATFEUON/FOR THE/ENTIRE/ FAMILY! 


5:15 p.m. - Governor’s Christmas Tree Lighting Ceremony 
6:00 p.m. - Christmas Parade Begins 
7:00 p.m. - City’s Christmas Tree Lighting Ceremony 


FOR INFORMATION ON 
PARADE ENTRY 


- Get an entry form at www.montgomeryal.gov or call 
Carol Gunter at 334-241-2300. 


TEAR UP THE FIELD 


IN THIS YEAR’S BEST FOOTBALL 
SIMULATION GAME ON MOBILE! 
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